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FLOOR DEBATE

L B 7 2 4Apri l 1 , 2 0 03

c ente r bu i l d i n g s a r e u n i nh a b i t ab l e , a n d r e q u i r e s i g n i f i c an t
expendi t u re s o f s t a t e f un d s f o r m a i n t e n ance and r e n ova t i o n . The
s ize a n d s c ope o f t he a d mi n i s tr a t i o n b u r e a uc r acy i n e a c h o f t he
behavior health regions has significantly expanded since passage
o f the Comprehensive Community Mental Health Services A ct , and
each regional g overning b o ard bot h pro vides behavior health
services and administers state and other funds for the provision
o f such s e r v i c e s . The avai l ab l e o f commun i t y - b a sed beh a v i o r
h eal t h s e r v i ce s i n t h e s t a t e o f Ne b r a s k a i s i n a de q u a t e t o mee t
the need of such services. A nd many pers ons w ith beh avior
health disorders ar e com mitted fo r inp atient treatment when
outpatient treatment would be clinically appropriate an d less
restrictive as an alternative for such persons with mental
h eal t h . I wan t t o b e v e r y c l e a r ab o ut wh at L B 7 24 d o e s a nd w h a t
it doesn't do. LB 7 24 is a b ill that p ro vides l e gislative
i n t en t f o r r e f o r m o f t h e b e ha v i o r he a l t h s y s t em i n Ne b r a s k a , f o r
substantive recodification o f rel evant st atutes. It i s not
another study of the behavior health system. It is a spec ific
direction for reform. The passage of LB 724 does nothing right
now except express the Legislature's intent of how th~ b ehavior
health system s h ould be reformed. The key process will be the
preparation of legislation for your consideration next y ear to
i mplement t he i n t en t o f L B 72 4 . Th e p u r p o se f o r t h i s a pp r o a ch
is to limit the discussion in this session to the big picture of
r eform, and seek legislative agreement on the direction that w e
s hould t ak e . Th en t h e d e t a i l s o f r e f o r m wi l l b e wo r k ed o ut o ve r
the next yea r and the rest of this year. i a nti c i p a t e a n d I
pledge the widest possible input to the d rafting of that
l egi s l a t i o n . The spec i f i c r ef o rm a g enda I ' m r e commending i n
LB 724 is the following W ith re spect to the thr e e sta te
hospitals for mentally ill, or regional centers, the bill
provides legislative intent to, one, decrease the reliance on
the regional centers for...

SPEAKER BROMM: One minute.

S ENATOR J EN S E N : . . . the i np a t i e n t t r e a t m e n t o f b eh a v i o r h e a l t h
disorders, and consolidate th e inp atient treatment c u rrently
p rov i d e d a t su ch ce n t e r s , wh i ch m a y i nc l u d e t h e de s i g n a t i o n o f
one inpatient r egional cente r facil ity w ith a single
a dmin i s t r a t i on an d c l i n i ca l s t a f f f o r a l l r eg i o na l c e n t e r
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