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and Human Services issued a white paper on the system, January
of 2001 . The Leg is lature did pass LB 692 and LB 543, which
p rov i de d s i g n i f i c an t ad d i t i on a l f u n d i n g f o r b e ha v i o r h e a l t h
system. In 1999 , the Health and Human Services Comrr ttee has
personally visited with all three of the regional centers, also
v i s i t e d wi t h ma ny o f t he b e h a v i o r h e a l t h p r ov i d e r s s t a t e wi de .
And my staff has toured, taken p i ctures o f the g rounds and
b ui l d i ng s o f t he r eg i o n a l c e n t e r s , a n d me t w i t h r eg i o na l c e n t e r
administrative staff. And also, in 2002, the H ealth C o mmittee
s taf f a t t e n d e d m e e ti n gs wi t h e a ch o f t he s i x r eg i on a l g o ve r n i n g
boards, met with the regional administrative s taff . A nd the
committee has also had regular contact and input with the state
M ental H e a l t h Pl a nn i n g E va l u a t i o n Co u n c i l , t h e Neb r a s k a A d v o c a c y
Services, the Neb raska A s sociation o f Behavioral Health
Organizations, the Ch i ldren and Family Coalition of Nebraska,
and many individual consumer advocates and g r oups and priv ate
behavior he alth providers. In 200 2, the Governor convened two
conferences on children's mental health. A lso in 2002, in
connec t i o n wi t h an ev a l u a t i o n an d p l a nn i ng s t u dy b y t h e He a l t h
and Human Services Committee, mandated in LB 692, the committee
sent out requests for legislative proposals to an extensive list
of behavior h ealth stakeholders. Ex tensive work has also been
done on t he i np u t p r ov i d e d by t h e co a n i t t e e f r om t h e b eh a v i o r
health task force and the Nebraska Medical Association, and by a
distinguished group o f Nebraska psycho logists, and
psychiatrists. I want to express my personal a ppreciation f or
t hei r h e l p a nd a ss i s t a nc e . I n a dd i t i o n , t he Un i ve r s i t y o f
Nebraska's Public P o licy Ce nter has rec ently recei ved a
mult i m i l l i o n - d o l l a r b eh a v i o r h e a l t h g r an t , a n d o t h e r g r a n t f un d s
are currently bei ng utilized t o pursue other system reforms,
including establishment of, quote, village integrated s ervices
agencies, VISA, mo del in Nebraska. S ign ificant work has been
done, and much progress has been made. Several issues have been
r epeat e d l y r a i se d b e f o r e t h e He a l t h a n d H u man S e r v i c e s C o mmi t te e
with respect to the behavior health system. T hese issues a re
h igh l i gh t e d i n LB 7 24 . Th e s ep a r a t e a n d d i s t i n c t f un d i n g a n d
admin i s t r a t i v e m e c h a n i s m s o f t h e re g i o na l ce n t e r s an d t h e c ou n t y
r egional governance s ystem pr esent significant b arriers t o
s ta t e w i d e co o r d i n a t i on o f b eh a v i o r h e a l t h sy st em . Th e n um be r o f
inpatients a t the reg ional centers is significantly less than
o r i g i n a l l y d e s i g n c a pa c i t y o f s u ch ce n t e r s An d man y r eg i o na l
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