
TRANSCRIPT P R E PARED BY THE CLERK OF THE L E G ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

L B 72 4Apri l 1 , 2 0 0 3

centers, community a gencies, et cetera, th e pre sent me ntal
health system i s not working well. In fact, it's not a system
a t all. It is like an orchestra of f ine mus icians w i thout a
conductor, or like a corporation with no CEO or COO. There are
many critical issues, some tactical, some strategic. But all
demand more i nt e g r a t e d p o l i c y, p l an n i n g , a n d i nv e s t ment . I t i s
often said that Nebraska is infamously f orty-ninth among the
s ta te s i n p u b l i c me nt a l he a l t h . T h i s i s n o t t r u e . We a r e
f or t y - n i n t h i n ou t p a t i en t i nv e s t m e n t , bu t a c t u a l l y i n t h e mi d d l e
i n o rerall spending. That clearly demonstrates that we are n o t
investing wisely. Hosp itals a re not only the most expensive
level of care, but state-run hospitals cannot leverage Medicaid
dol l a r s . Nebr a s k a must s p end i t s f ew menta l h e a l t h do l l a rs m u ch
more wisely. Both consumers and taxpayers deserve a better
return on investment. I agree w ith D r . Wilson's s tatement.
LB 724 focuses on a need for refo rm, and provides specific
l eg i s l a t i v e i n t e n t f o r r e f o r m . An d i t r eq u i r e s t h e d r a f t i n g o f
l eg i s l a t i o n t o i mp l eme nt t h a t r e f o r m . There a r e f o u r
fundamental aspects of the current system that focus on LB 724:
one, t he s t a t e r e g i on a l ce n t e r s , t wo , t h e co un t y r e g i o n a l
governance system; t hree, th e sta te-level c oordination a nd
funding for the sys tem; and four, the Nebraska Mental Health
Commitment Act. LB 7 24 as amended by th e com m ittee c o ntains
f i n d i n g s an d l eg i s l a t i v e r e c om menda t io ns i n e a c h o f t h e s e
categories, and requires me to draft legislation o r ame ndments
to legislation t o imp lement those recommendations. T here is
being passed around a sheet which describes much of th e men tal
heal t h sy s t e m i n t h e p a st , a n d i n ma ny s t u d i e s t h a t h av e b e e n
taken in the past, all the way from the legislative task force
study in 1992-93, a mental health adult system search conference
held i n Mar c h o f ' 94 , a Ne b r a sk a me n t a l h e a l t h p e r f o r ma n c e
improvement conference which w as con vened in Ju ly of ' 94,
substance abuse planning was undertaken by Vision 2000 from July
through October of '94, an d the Gove rnor's child and family
medical health search conference held in Ju ly o f ' 94. The
Department o f Hea lth and Human Services subsequently undertook
an initiative known as Behavioral Health Redesign P roject. A
task force study of the system was mandated by this Legislature
i n L B 1 3 5 4 i n '98 And in 2000, H e alth an d Huma n Services
Committee conducted a behavior health interim public hearing,
with a n u m be r o f i n v i t e d wi t n e s se s . Th e De pa r t m e n t o f He a l t h
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