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purpose is to improve the legislation and let it reach that high
s tandar d w e t h i n k we o u g h t t o r e a ch . I s n ' t t h a t t r u e ?

SENATOR BRASHEAR: Th a t ' s t r u e . An d t h a t ' s why I sa i d t ha t I
d idn ' t t h i nk i t wa s wr o ng t o ad d i t .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: T ha n k y o u . Tha nk y o u , Mr . Sp e ak e r .

SPEAKER BROMM : T hank you , Sen ator Chambers an d Sena to r
Brashear. Senator Hartnett.

SENATOR HARTNETT: Mr . Spe aker, me mbers of the body, I guess
when I sp o k e on t h i s i s s ue t h i s mo r n i n g , I gu e s s my c o n ce r n
a bout h a v i n g mo r e gu n s , a s i t a f f e c t s c h i l d r e n . An d I g u e s s
there has be e n so m e stu dies. And it wa s . . . I'm g e t t i ng
information from a VPC backgrounder on guns in France. And it
talks about the.. .France h a s a l o t o f gu n s a nd so f o r t h . Bu t
I 'm c oncerne d . . .a nd we he a r f r om t h e p r op o n e n t s o f t h i s b i l l
that, oh, we' re just talking about a short, small number. B ut I
t h in k t h e sm a l l nu m b e r m a ke s a b i g d i f f e r en c e . And q u o t i n g f r om
t hi s p a p e r , 'The d i r e ct l i nk b e t we e n f i r e a r m a v a i l ab i l i t y a n d
g un de at h w a s c o n f i r m e d l a s t mo n t h i n a Ha r v a r d Sch o o l o f Pu b l i c
Healt h s t u dy p ub l i sh e d i n Th e J ou r n a l o f T r a um a a n a l y z i ng gu n
death among American children. T e stu y s owe that children
living in the five sta tes with the h ighest le vels of gun
ownership were 16 times more likely to die from unintentional
firearm in jury, se ven tim es more l ike ly to die from firearm
suicide, and three times more likely to die f rom firearm
homicide than children in the five states with the lowest I vels
of gun ownership.' I don 't know where we fit with he gun
ownership and so forth. But that' s...I guess, that's where I 'm
c oncern ed . An d I t h i nk wi t h mo r e gu n s , I t h i n k , ev en t ho u g h
t hey' re wel l m e an i ng , wi t h hone s t peop l e , I t h in k i t wi l l
b e. . . c a u s e mo r e d ea t h s . So . . .and wi t h t h a t , I wou l d e n d
my. . . p a r t of my f i ve mi nu t e s , a nd t u r n t he re s t ov e r t o Se n a t o r
Chambers i f h e wou l d s o l i ke . . . s o d e s i r e .

SPEAKER BR O MM:
2 0 seconds .

SENATOR CHAMBERS:

Senator Chambers, you have three minutes and

Thank yo u , Mr . Spe a k e r , a nd t h a nk y o u ,
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