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t aken, one of t he p l ace s , at l ea st i n m y di st r i c t , wh e r e , o v e r
t he ye a r s, som e hot he ads p r e v a i l e d , w e r e a t h l et i c ev e n t s t ha t
weren't school sponsored. There are lots of...this provides for
school s p onsored a c t i v i t y or a t hl et i c eve n t . But we have l ot s
and l ot s of l eag ue s t h a t a re o u t t he r e f o r a var i e t y of spor t s ,
f or b o t h k i d s a n d a d u l t s . And so met i mes t e mpers r ea l l y f l ar e .
And we' ve had incidents in my district, and I' ll be you' ve had
t hem in y o u r s . And I t h i nk i n t r od u c i n g a bun ch of peop l e t o
these situations carrying concealed contributes to a time when
people ' s a d r e n a l i n e i s f l owi n g an d t h e y ' r e f i r ed up , and t hey
may have op i n i o n s a b ou t a ca l l of a r e f er e e , o r t he co n d uc t o f a
t eam. They ge t i n t o i t . Pa r en t s g e t i nt o i t wi t h ea c h o t h e r .
And i t ' s k i nd of a c l i ma t e t ha t ' s chan g e d i n r ecent h i s t or y .
A nd I t hi nk i t ' s a pr ob l e m t ha t w e d o n ' t i nc l u d e t h o s e k i n d s o f
athle t i c e v e n t s o n t h i s l i s t . Because som e t i me s a schoo l
g round, s c hoo l e v e n t , h a s more p e opl e w o r k i n g i t f r om t h e s c h oo l
s taf f , peop l e w h o k now th e p a r t i e s i nvo l v e d , k n o w t h e s t u d e n t s ,
know the kids, know the parents, and are trained to defuse some
of t he s e s i t uat i on s . Bu t a l o t of t he at h l e t i c l eag ues d on ' t
have those k i n d o f pe o p l e a v a i l a b l e . And I cou l d br i ng y o u s o me
articles that...and tell you some specific stories. Bu t I bet
you already know them, and I bet you' ve already seen the tempers
f l ar e at t hese ac t i v i t i es . And I t hi nk i t ' s j us t no t a goo d
i dea t o b r i n g g u n s i n t o t h o se s i t u a t i o n s . And t o g o b a ck t o a
number of issues about this bill, I think after the discussion,
whether y o u ' r e f o r i t o r ag a i n s t i t , I t h i n k y o u kn o w, I t h i n k
the sponsors kn o w, t h i s bi l l need s a l ot o f wor k . I don ' t t hi nk
we have the time to do it here. If we spend another eight hours
on this, or ten hours, or however long it's going to go on the
second round of debate, all those priority bills that are out
there that have a l o t of ot her issues that I t.:iink are of
greater significance than this bill that allows people to carry
guns anywhere they want to, hidden, aren't going to be able to
come up, because this needs work and it's going to take time on
t he f l oo r . I t h i nk i t wou l d b e b e t t e r t o vo t e ag a i n s t c l ot ur e ,
and allow the debate on other issues to go forward. We have a
l ot o f i m p o r t a n t t h i n g s t o co n c en t r a t e o n , i nc l ud i n g t h e b u d ge t .
But I t hi nk i f you l ook at t he pr ov i s i o n s d e a l i n g w i t h t he
sheriff's office, if you look at the provisions dealing with
firefighters and ENS workers, if you look at some of the
d efin i t i on a l . . .ca r r y i n g o u t s o me o f t he def i ni t i on s , as Sena t o r
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