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SENATOR CH A MBERS : So why d o we ha v e t h i s k i nd o f d e f i n i t i o n
that relates to these being d esigned.. .well, let m e ask the
quest i o n i n a di f f e r e n t way . I f t h i s we a p o n i s d e s i g n e d t o b e
h eld b y t wo ha n d s , i t d o e s n o t q u a l i f y a s a h an dg u n un d e r t h i s
definition, isn't that true?

SENATOR TYSON : He re , again , Senator Ch ambers, y ou' ve got
various definitions, one or two of them from f ederal l aw , and
you had be s t ta l k to some body w ho is conv ersant with the
U .S. Co de .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Well, why are we going to define...why are we
g oing t o p u t i n t o t he d e f i n i t i o n . . . l e t me s t r i k e a l l t ha t an d
ask you a question in a different way. T his .45 caliber weapon
t hat y o u d e s c r i b ed w hi c h i s de s i g n e d t o b e h e l d wi t h t wo h a n d s .

SENATOR TYSON: W el l , i t ' s d e s i g ne d t h a t i t c an b e h e l d i n t wo
hands. It can also be held in one hand.

SENATOR CHAMBEPS: I s i t d e s i g n ed t o b e h e l d a n d f i r ed wi t h on e
hand?

SENATOR TYSON: Ye s .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: O ka y , so t h e n a l l we ne e d i n t h e d e f i n i t i o n
o f h an d g u n i s an y f i r e a r m de s i g n e d t o b e h e l d a nd f i r e d b y t h e
use of a s i ng l e h a nd . W h y w o u l d t h a t def i n i t i on n o t be a d e quat e
and we can get away from all reference to barrel length": We' re
not making this comply with the federal law by reference.

SENATOR HARTNETT: One minute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: We are creating a definition. So why do...go
ahead.

SENATOR TYSON : I t h i n k y ou ' v e b e e n . . . I t h i n k t h e f e d e r a l
government has acted ahead of you. All guns are subject to, I
b el i e v e , t h e f ed e r a l d e f i n i t i o n o f wh a t co n st i t u t e s e a c h c l a ss
of gun. And that goes back to th e th i rties w hen th e y fir st
began to regulate firearms federally.
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