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SENATOR JANSSEN: Thank you, Senator Hartnett. Members of the
Legislature, I haven't spoken too much on this bill, but some of
the arguments have not changed over the last four years. You' ve
got the same players we had eight years ago, four years ago, and
today. Everyone has their own opinion, and that's the way it
should be . And t he y ' r e v o ca l a b ou t t he i r opi n i o n a n d no t af r ai d
t o t e l l t h e r e s t o f u s h ow t h e y f e e l , an d t h a t ' s g o o d . Bu t , yo u
know, i s i t b e t t e r t o h av e s ome o ne wh o sh o u l d no t h av e a
concea le d w e a po n t h a n o ne t h at sh ou l d ? Yo u kn o w , a n d t h o s e t ha t
shouldn't be able to carry a f irearm a re the ones that are
opposin g t h i s b i l l a t t he h i gh e s t d eg r e e . Th ey d o n ' t wa n t an y
compet i t i o n . Th e y d on ' t wan t t o p u t t h ems e l v e s i n j e op a r dy .
That ' s j u s t , y ou kn o w , t ha t ' s j u s t t h e wa y i t i s . So t ha t
you' re not going to see a big raise in people being shot. For
heavens s ak e , t h a t ' s j u s t no t . . . t h a t j u s t won ' t h ap p e n . And i n
some of these other stat es that hav e enac ted this, the
percentage of those people who are applying for a permit to
carr y i s qu i t e l ow . I t r ea l l y i s . You c a n s ee , an d I h av e
facts an d fig ures to show you that Nebraska registered
v ote r s . . .of the Nebraska registered voters, 67 percent o f the m
bel iev e t hat l aw-ab i d i n g c i t i ze n s who p ass c r i m i na l b a c k g r ound
checks and complete a firearms safety course should have the
right to protect themselves and their families by carrying a
concealed weapon. You know really what...you can strap that
weapon along on your side right now and go walking down the
s treet a n d n obody i s go i n g t o bo t h e r yo u . So w h a t i n t he wor l d
i s t he di f f e r en c e i f you p u t yo u r co a t ar o u n d t h a t ? I f you do
that, you' re breaking the law now b ecause it i s co ncealed.
Licenses in other states, it's been a very small percentage of
those populations in those states, which are, I think, around
forty-some, forty-one or two states that have concealed carry,
a nd the percentage has been comparatively small, and it kind o f
runs that way throughout th e whole U ni ted St ates . The
p ercentages don't change very much. In Ok lah oma, it w as .6
p ercen t o f t he p eo p l e w h o w a n t e d t o r eg i st e r t o c a r r y a f i r e a r m.
In Louisiana, it was .8 percent. In Kentucky, .8 percent, and
i n Te x a s , . 6 p e r ce nt o f t h e p eo p l e wh o wen t an d h a d t h e
background checks and applied for a permit to carry a concealed
weapon.
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