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hall t o t he l ou n g e one Ap r i l af t er n o on , a n d s e e i n g on TV wha t
h appened i n L i t t l et on , Col or a d o. Guns w e r e n o t t he ca u s e o f
that crime. The father of one of the v ictims testified to
Congress that gun s ar e not the cause or were not the cause of
t hat c r i m e. Th e y l a t e r f o u nd p r op a n e b o t t l e s i n Co l umb i n e , i n
t he h i g h s c ho o l , i n a v e r y c a l cu l a t e d e f f o r t t o d o mo r e h a r m
than they did to end the lives of the 15 teenagers that did lose
t heir life. They used propane bottles. Are we going t o b la m e
t he bar becue industry b e cause pr opane bo ttles w ere ver y
c al c u l a t e d . i n a c a l c u l a t e d ma n n e r p l a c e d a r ou nd t ha t b u i l d i ng ?
Absolutely not. We need to su pport L B 265 so that we can
r est o r e j u s t a l i t t l e b i t o f f r e e do m. Th an k y ou .

SENATOR HARTNETT: Thank you, Senator Smith. Sena tor Combs.
Mines , S e n a t o r Mi n e s , ex cu s e me. Se na t o r Mi ne s , a nd t h i s i s
your third time, Senator Mines I am s orry.

SENATOR M INES: T h ank you, Senator Hartnett. I' ll be much more
i n t e r e s t i ng t h a n Se na t o r Comb s . Th a n k y ou , wi t h a l l du e
r espect . Sen a t o r Smi t h j u st b r ou g h t u p a co up l e o f p o i n t s t ha t
I was, frankly was going to make argument on the other side. He
suggest s t h a t we d o n ' t h a v e a c l o se d C a pi t o l a nd t h a t t h e r e a so n
we don ' t i s we wa n t t h i s t o b e a f r ee a nd op e n s o c i e t y .
A l t h oug h i f y o u l oo k i n t h e b i l l , we ' r e n o t g o i n g t o a l l o w
h andguns , c o n c e a l e d w e a p on s i n t h i s St a t e Ca p i t o l . We wo n ' t
allow state wea.. .or state employees, where state employees are
housed, to ca rry con cealed w eapons. In fact , wher e any
g overnment me e t s , t h e r e wi l l b e a p r o h i b i t i o n ag a i n s t c a r r y i n g
concealed weapons into those places. Now why are we af raid o f
allowing people to carry concealed weapons into where government
meets? Well , I think it makes sense. Now is it all right for
i nd i v i d u a l s t o c a r r y co n c e a l ed we a p o n s i n t o mo v i e t h ea t e r s ?
Well, we don't name them in here. Is it all right for people to
carr y c on c e a l e d a n d l o a d e d w e a p on s i n t o r e st au r a n t s ? We l l , we
don't name that here either. And I suggest that if it 's all
r i gh t t o c a r r y co n ce a l e d w e a p on s a n d i t ' s o u r d u t i f u l r i g h t t o
do so. perhaps we should allow concealed weapons i n th is ver y
Capitol. Why a re we special? Now I h ad my staff look at
several of the weapons that could b e carr ied in a concealed
manner, and th ey came up with dozens and dozens, but there are
t wo that caught my eye. First , Se nator S mith m en tioned t h e
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