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can go to operas. You can go to the concerts. You can go here
or you can go there. You got a hundred movies. I say, well,
h ow o f t e n d o y ou g o ? Oh , I d on ' t g o bu t I ca n . Some t i m e s i t ' s
that philosophy, you know. Th e same thing here. They won' t
carry a gun. I'd be surprised if even 5 percent. I bet you if
t hi s b i l l p asse s , I bet t he r e w o n ' t be I o r 2 per ce n t car r y i t .
Am I s u p p o rt i n g t h i s ? Am I p u sh i ng i t ? No . Ma k e u p y o u r own
m ind, i f you h a v e n ' t al r ea dy , w h i c h y o u h a ve . So I gue s s t ha t ' s
an oxymoron, . . .

SENATOR HARTNETT: One minute.

SENATOR CU D A BACK : . . .but whatever. One minute. I never speak
o ne mi n u t e , Se n a t o r Ha r t n e t t , so I ' d be t t e r s i t do wn a n d s hu t
up. But I'm just saying this is not a life or death issue with
me. I r ea l l y d on ' t c a r e , b u t o u r co n s t i t ue n t s d o an d t h e y wan t
t o k no w h ow we f ee l . So l i ke e ve r y b o d y e l se , I wa n t t o g e t o n
t he r e cord t h a t I ' m g o i n g t o vo t e f o r i t . I s t hat goo d or bad ?
I ' l l l e t you b e t he j ud g e . Tha n k y o u .

SENATOR HARTNETT: T hank you, Senator Cudaback. Senator Smith,
this is your third time.

SENATOR SMITH: Thank you, Senator Hartnett and members. I wa s
r eady t o b e q u i e t o n t h i s o ne u n t i l on e o f ou r co l l e ag u e s s a i d
t hat we cann o t l et v i r t ual l y ever yo n e or anyo n e car r y a
concealed w e a p on . That ' s not wha t t hi s b i l l i s abou t . Thi s
bill is about a screening process that involves law enforcement,
t hat i n v o l v e s s e v e ra l q u a l i f i cat i on s , p r o b a b l y a l o t mo r e t h a n a
l ot of us would choose, but a lo t of the qua l ifications, a s
outlined in the b ill . We ' re n ot tal king ab out letting
'virtually anyone carry a c oncealed weapon." Why am I
suppor t i v e . . . i n s up p o r t o f L B 2 6 5 ? Be c au se I b e l i ev e i n t h e
Second Amendment, the right to bear arms. I believe that we are
c harged w i t h ma i n t a i n i ng t he f r e e d o m o f s o c i e t y . T ha t ' s why we
h ave a n o p e n C a p i t o l h e r e , a s I men t i o n e d b e f o r e . We do n ' t wan t
t o j u st c l ose ever y t h i n g d o wn, b e cause t h a t ' s r eal l y w h a t t he
intent of the terrorists are. So when we look at cert ain
v iolent acts tha t hap pen to invo lve guns , let's look a t
Columbine . Wh a t h ap p e n e d i n Co l um b i n e ? I r e me r .ae r t h a t wa s my
first session d own here in the Legislature, walking across the
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