
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CL ERK OF TH E LEG ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

L B 2 6 5Apri l 1 , 2 0 0 3

p hi l o s o ph y o r we a l l ha v e t h i s t h i ng , d o n ' t a sk me h ow w e g et i t
in our minds, but we' re programmed to it or whatever, but we all
have this side, and like Senator Chambers, says, we' re not going
to change anybody's mind here. We all know how we' re going to
vote, so it does n't re ally ma tter . But we still have
principles, and we have to stand up for these principles. And I
guess at t h i s t i me i n l i f e I suppo r t u s car r y i ng a con c e a l e d
weapon . Wh y ? I d on ' t k n ow . Ma y b e i t wa s i n s t i l l ed i n t o me
some way. I d on't know. I really can't answer that. S omebody
s aid , w h y do yo u su p p o r t t h i s ? I d o n ' t kn o w . I t won ' t c ha n ge
f iv e o f o u r h ab i t s , 5 p e r ce n t o f o u r h ab i t s . I d o n ' t kn o w w h y I
suppor t t h i s . May b e I ' m wr on g . May b e , b u t r i g h t n ow I s up p o r t
it. Can you imagine what would have hap pened, l e t's sa y we
didn't have t h e current law on the books where you can carry a
weapon now. Currently, and we have...and I have p eople in my
district, have o n e around the Gibbon area, have several in the
K earney area, several around that carry a gun on their hips. We
don't think anything about it. But can you imagine what wou ld
happen i f Se n a t o r Co n n e a l y i n t r od u c e d l eg i s l a t i on t o a l l o w u s t o
carry a weapon on our hips? Can you imagine what would happen?
Why you ' d t h i nk t he e a r t h wa s f a l l i ng o r h ow e v e r t h a t s ay i ng
goes. Can you imagine what would take place on this floor or in
Nebrask a i f we i n t r od u c e d a b i l l t o a l l ow u s t o c a r r y a gu n i n
t he o p en ? W hy i t wo u l d b e a b so l u t e l y c a t a s t r o p h e . Wh at . . .and
~hat i s t h e cu r r e n t l aw . I s i t a ca t a s t r op h e? We do n ' t e v en
t h in k a b o u t i t . We d o n o t t h i n k a b o ut i t . I t d oe s n o t c ha n ge
our habits. I don ' t go around doing it. You don't go around
doing it. Some do, and that's fine. T he same w ay with this
bill here. If thi s bill passes, if it happens to pass, and,
again, I really don't care. At this stage I really don't ca re .
I'm going to support it, but I don't really care. I 'm no t go i ng
to, you know , hav e any nightmares over not passing. But the
p oint is it won't change any of our habits. I called Texas. I
cal l e d Tex a s . I h a v e a f r i en d d o w n t h e r e . I s ay s , d o y o u ha v e
the right to carry a concealed weapon? He said, gee, do we, I
don' t re a l l y k n ow . I d o n ' t r e a l l y kn o w . An d t h a t ' s t he way i t
is . I t d o e sn ' t c ha n g e ou r h ab i t s . Bu t I g u e ss i f t he r e i s o ne
th in g t h a t mi g h t mak e me vo t e f o r i t mo r e t h an n o t v o t i ng f o r
i t , i t ' s t he f a c t t h a t i f y o u wan t t o y ou ca n . Th a t ' s j u s t l i ke
g oing t o N e w Y o r k Ci t y o r l i v i ng I n Oma ha or Ch i ca go . The
people say, boy, you can go here, you can go to nxghtclubs. You
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