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a hold o f some t h i n g t ha t t h e y sh ou l d n ' t ha v e . We ha v e
individuals in our country today who are licensed professionals,
who go to schoo l for a numb e r o f years , a n d commit more
a ccid e n t s t ha t r e su l t i n d ea t h t ha n p r o b ab l y a ny o t h e r i nd u st r y .
And I' ve had a chance, I know that Senator Chambers b rough t u p
t he c om men t i n r eg a r d s t o t h e n um b e r o f de a t h s o f p e op l e a n d
guns by the perspective of a doc tor. And that was Senat or
Johnson who was sharing that information with Senator Chambers.
In reality, the number of deaths total, that I th in k Sen ator
Hartnett pointed o ut , that the re wer e 11 ,0 00 gu n deaths •
according to his number. Some other numbers would be as high as
25, 3 0 t h ou s a n d o f de a t h s , a l l d ea t h s re l a t i ng t o g u n a c c i d en t s
or gun crimes, whatever you want to call them, total. According
t o a s t u d y d o ne b y t h e I n s t i t u t e o f Me d i c i n e i n 1 9 98 , I b e l i e v e
it wa s • a n d r e l e a s e d i n '99, that even comparing t hat to the
number of accidental deaths that occur in our hospitals is low
because b e t w ee n 4 4 , 0 0 0 a n d 98 , 0 0 0 d ea t h s oc cu r ev e r y ye a r , a n d
that is an estimate, depending on the numbers and the reports
t hat y o u s t u d y . Bu t a cc o r d i n g t o t he I n s t i t u t e o f Med i c i n e ,
there's up to 98 ,000 Americans kil led every year by medical
errors. And here we ' re talking ab o ut to tal deaths, bo t h
malicious, harmful, and accidental, totalling less than 25,000.
We could have a discussion about that, and I thi n k rig htfully
so. But , y ou see , the debate here isn't about somehow if we
don't pass this law we' re going to be safer as a society, if you
hate guns, because if you hate guns, th e Sec ond Amendment is
going t o ca u se y ou pr ob l ems no ma t t e r wh a t . An d s o f r o m t h e
standpoint o f what we ' re as king here, L B 265 simply does
someth in g I t h i n k s ho u l d b e su p p o r t e d b y t he b od y an d t h a t i t
says if you' re carrying a gun, you' ve got a permit, y ou' ve met
the background c hecks. I ha v e had a chance also to talk with
law enforcement, as Senator Mossey has. Some are in favor, some
a re opposed . I t com e s d own t o a j ud g ment d e c i s i o n o n t h e l aw o f
the l a n d . Th a t ' s wha t we ' re e l e c t e d t o do , b u t wh e n y ou g e t
down t o i t , wh e n we ' r e t a l k i n g a b ou t wh a t i t i s t h a t we ' r e
a sking f o r , we ' r e a sk i ng f o r a c ou p l e o f t h i ng s . On e , r i g h t n ow
you' re gu i l t y u n t i l pr o v e n i nn o c en t . Now I d on ' t k n ow o f any
other place in statute where that is true, and I am sure that
maybe Senator Chambers or Senator Brashear could point me t o a
p lac e i n st a t u t e whe r e y ou a r e g u i l t y u n t i l p r o v e n i nn o ce n t
because I don't know of one. So I think that's a fallacy or an
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