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we are discussing, and I do rise in support of the bill, itself.
I agree with Senator 9uandahl in that we are protecting freedom
f or p e o p l e w h o d o n o t ha v e a f r e ed o m r i gh t n ow . Cr i mi n a l s h av e
guns this very minute. They' re carrying concealed weapons with
no regard for the law. They have no regard for any la w that' s
wri t t e n t o c on t r o l wh a t t h ey d o . Th ey ' r e g o i ng t o d o i t a n yway .
This law is written with the law-abiding citizen in mind. Th is
empowers and enables law-abiding citizens to carry weapons j u st
as the nonlaw-abiding c itizens are carrying them right now no
matte r . . . r e g a r d l e s s w h a t i s i n t he l aw . So I wa n t t o ma k e t h e
point that I be li eve we hav e a responsibility to enable our
c i t i z e n s t o b e f r e e wi t h i n t h e s co pe o f t h e l aw t o ca r r y , i f
t hey wa n t t o . Th e y d o n ' t hav e t o . I t d o e sn ' t me a n t h e y a r e
g oing to. But I do believe that we h ave a resp onsibility to
make legislation t o ena ble them to do that. And I'd like to
g ive the rest of my time to Senator Quandahl, if he w ould like
t o hav e i t .

SENATOR HARTNETT: Sena tor Quandahl. Senator Quandahl, you' re
w anted . I d on ' t se e Se na t o r Qu a n d a h l , Se na t o r Co m b s .

SENATOR COMBS: No problem. Goes back to the Chair, thanks.

SENATOR HARTNETT: Thank you, Senator Combs. The next speaker
i s Sen a t o r Er d m a n .

SENATOR ER D MAN: Thank you, Senator Hartnett, members of the
Legislature. I rise to point out some other interesting facts,
a nd I d on ' t d i sa g r e e o n e b i t wi t h wh a t Se na t o r Th o mpson h a s
said. In fact, I think Senator Quandahl supported the b oo ster
seat belt. I honestly didn' t. So there is some differences of
why you might have arrived at those conclusions, bu t I think
that you c a n pick out any given vote on any given day and make
some comments. And , in fact, I prob ably hav e a bill that
Senator Thompson w ould support in regards to safety. But it' s
k ind o f u nu s u a l t h a t I , my s e l f , h av e a r r i v ed a t t h e p o i n t wh e r e
I am on that issue, too. So th ere are some opportunities of
d iscu s s i o n . I t h i n k t h e o t he r t h i n g t ha t we n ee d t o t a l k a b ou t
is we' re not jus t tal king about accidental deaths that might
happen by someone driving a car w ith a kid in it , have an
a ccid e n t , wh e t h e r i t b e t he i r f au l t o r n o t , o r some o n e g e t t i ng
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