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we' re i n h e r e i n t he Le g i s l a t u r e we ' re c o n s t a n t l y c r i mi na l i zi ng
behavior . We ' r e con st a n t l y t e l l i ng t he c i t i ze n s o f N e b r a s ka
what t hey c a n ' t do ­ - you c a n ' t do t h i s , y o u ca n ' t d o t ha t . We l l ,
here's a n o p p o r t u n i t y t o r o l l t hat ba ck t o ac t ua l l y g i ve ou r
c i t i z ens more f r e e dom than t h e y ha d b e f o r e . LB 265 w o ul d s i m p l y
a l low o ur c i t i zen s , w o u l d g r a n t t h e m more f r e e dom, more l i ber t y
t o p r o t e c t t h e i r l i v e s , p r o t e c t t h e i r f a mi i e s a s t he y s ee f i t .
I t s i m p ly dec r i m i n a li z e s t h e c a rr y i n g o f a con c e a l e d weapon i n
t he s t a t e o f N e b r a s ka . Now, i t doe s t hat on l y i f ce r t a i n
c ondi t i o n s ar e m e t. I mean , yo u ' ve go t t o ha v e g ood ey e s i g h t ,
y ou go t t o t a ke a t e s t ; y o u g o t t o p a s s s om e o t h e r co n d i t i on s
And so I b e l i e v e t h a t t he co n ce r n s t h a t I ' v e h e a r d s o f a r a bo u t
safety would be addressed, because it's not everybody that' s
going t o be al l ow e d t o ca r r y a con c e a le d weapon i n t he s t a t e o f
Nebraska . Yo u ' r e g o i n g t o h a v e t o m ee t c e r t a i n r eq u i r e ment s t o
actually carry a concealed handgun in the state of Nebraska when
LB 265 passes on Final Reading. One of the things that I wanted
to talk about also would be to dispel some myths. I saw in the
paper t ha t t he r e w a s .. . a n d a l s o h e ar d h e r e on t he f l oo r t hat
t her e ' s a f e a r t ha t we wou l d r e t u r n t o t he Wi l d We s t . We l l , l e t
me tell you something. There never really was a Wild West. The
Wild We s t t ha t we a l l t h i nk a b ou t i s a f ab r i c at i o n f r om
Hollywood, and so there isn't any danger of returning to the
Wild We s t . Ano t he r my t h t h a t I ' d l i ke t o t r y t o d i sp e l wi t h
some fact s a r e t he r e w e r e q u i t e a f ew speak e r s t a l k i ng about
s afety o f chi l dr e n , sa f e t y of you n g p e op le , a n d t ha t ' s so met h i n g
that I'm concerned about too, because I was a young person. I
was a child once in the state of Nebraska, and I have c hildren.
But wh en I l o o k a t t h e st a t i s t i c s f r o m o ur own g ov e r n ment , f r om
t he Ce n t e r f o r Di se a s e C o n tr o l a bo ut wh at a c t u a l l y cau se s t h e
d eath s o f p eo p l e i n t h e Un i t e d St a t e s , wh e n y o u l o o k a t f o r t h e
y ear 2000, Senator Erdman told us that .8 pe rcent, l ess tha n
1 percent, of the accidental deaths in the year 2000 were caused
by firearms, when up at the top, 42.9 percent, 43 percent of the
a ccid e n t a l de a t h s we r e ca u s e d b y m o t or v e h i c l e s . I f we ' r e t r u l y
concerned about t he sa f ety of ou r citi zens, we sho uld be
concerned about trying to make our c ars a nd ou r road s sa f er
r athe r t ha n wo r r y i n g ab o ut som e t h i n g l i k e t h i s . We t a l k ab ou t
children. When we look at children also, children in the year
2 000 , . . .
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