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SENATOR MINES: Tha nk you, M r . Speaker, members. Concealed
carry is certainly controversial and I do enjoy the debate. It
r eminds me a b i t o f d eb a t e o n t he ab o r t i o n i s su e . You a r e
e i t he r f o r i t o r a g a i n s t i t , a n d t h e r e i s n o mi d d l e g r ou n d . An d
I think m ost o f us wou l d pre fer that more handgu...that we
wouldn't have more handguns on th e str eet, an d I th ink the
proponents are say ing that there won't be more handguns on the
street, just as we hope there would be n o more . . .woul d b e n o
more a bo r t i o n s . The p r o b l e m w i t h t h i s i s t he r e i s a p e r c ep t i o n
that Nebraska would be safer if laws were liberalized that would
permit loaded guns to be hidden beneath one's clothing. And I
say, you know , wh a t if the p roponents are wrong? What i f
everyone who could buy a weapon isn't safe with a hidden weapon?
What if everyone who can buy a w eapon isn't safe with that
hidden weapon? So , you know, I question why we' re anxious to
put ou r s e l ve s an d ou r p o l i c e of f i ce r s an d ou r f ami l i es a t r i sk .
According to a pub lisher in Texas, ECM, persons in Texas that
were issued concealed and carry permits were 66 percent more
l i k e l y t o be ar r es t e d t h a n t h e g e n e ra l p u b li c . And H o u s t c .z does
have...they' re among th e hig hest murder rates in the country.
And I t h i n k i f we co n s i d e r t he f a c t t h a t Te x a s h as m o r e m u r d e rs ,
Texas with...that has concealed carry, Texas ha s mo r e mu r ders
than Japan, Great Britain, Canada, New Zealand, France, Germany,
and half a dozen other large industrialized countries combined;
t ha t ' s a l l o f t h em . Th e p r op o n e n t s o f co n ce a l e d c a r r y , t h e
arguments remind me o f the tobacco industry that told us that
cigarettes are safe. And I...perhaps an additional component to
t h i s b i l l mi g h t b e t h a t we h av e i n t h e qu a l i f i c a t i o n s o f
obtaining a concealed p e rmit i s that anyone seeking a permit
would h a v e t o sh o w n e e d fo r t h a t p e r mi t . And I t h i n k Se na t o r
Raike s e a r l y o n i n t h e d eb a t e t h i s mo r n i ng h i g h l i g h t e d t h a t .
Now demonstrating a need gives us all at least some assurance
t ha t t he v a s t ma j o r i t y o f p eo p l e t h a t we e n co u n t e r on t h e
highway or in a supermarket or in a grocery store won't have a
loaded weapon that could harm us. I support the right of every
A merican to bear arms and to protect their families. Howeve r ,
jus t bec a us e you h a v e a c o n s t i t u t i on a l r i ght t o car r y a we a p on
doesn't mean you have a constitutional right to conceal a
weapon . I n a d d i t i on t o t he f i s ca l i mp a c t o f t h i s b i l l , an d I
t h in k t h a t we ' v e d o n e t o o l i t t l e de b a t e o n t he f i sc a l i mp a c t an d
c er t a i n l y d on ' t k n ow w h a t i t wi l l b e wi t h t h e b i l l a s a me nd ed ,
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