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again and would ho p e th at we continue the discussion on this
p roposal . Tha n k y o u .

SENATOR CUDABACK: T hank you, Senator Erdman. Senator Landis.
I s Sena t o r L a nd i s av a i l a b l e ? I f h e i s n o t o n t he f l o o r , we wi l l
pass over Senator Landis and go to Senator Mossey.

S ENATOR MOSSEY: Thank you, Mr. President. I w rote dow n som e
n otes because I probably won't get a chance to talk again. Bu t
b efor e I s t a r t ou t , f i r st I wan t t o ma k e a po i n t t ha t I wo u l d
never s up p o r t a ny l eg i s l at i o n t h a t I t ho u gh t wo u l d e nd a n g e r my
friends that work the street or any law e n forcement. I a lso
t h in k i t ' s i mp o r t a nt t o p o i n t o u t t ha t whe n y ou r e c e i v e a l e t t e r
f rom a ch i e f o f p o l i c e t h a t sa y s t h e Om ah a P o l i ce De p a r t m e n t
does no t su p p o r t a b i l l , t he ch i e f o f p o l i c e d oe s n ot sp e a k f o r
t he e n t i r e p o l i c e de p a r t m e n t . He spe a k s f o r t he a dm i n i s t r a t i o n .
The Omaha Po lice Union speaks for the approximately 720 sworn
officers that work the streets. I personally c on tacted th e
majority of those leaders of these organizations that represent
the officers that work the streets, wh ich repre sent
approximately so far I counted about 5,000 officers in the state
of Ne b r a s k a wh i ch t he y re p r e se n t . An d t h e re a so n wh y t h e y a r e
not in opposition, because if they put it for a vot e, li k e I
said , i t ' d p r ob ab l y b e ab o u t 50 - 5 0 . An d t h e r e a so n i s no t
b ecause t h e y k n o w t h i s b i l l wa s g o i ng t o p a ss ou t o f t he
Judi c i a r y Co mm i t t e e , a nd t h e y j u s t wa n t e d t o g e t o n b o a r d . I
e xpl a i n e d w h a t w as i n t h e b i l l , wh a t we d i d t o a d d r e s s o f f i ce r s '
s afe t y , an d t h a t ' s why t he y su pp o r t e d t h e b i l l , a n d t ha t ' s wh y
y ou d on ' t se e t h em i n o pp o s i t i o n . A l s o , I p o nd e r e d Se n a to r
Thompson's comments yesterday about EMS. I talked to some of my
f r i e n d s i n E M S a b ou t t h a t i s su e r eg a r d i n g se c u r i n g f i r ea r ms .
And to them , th e y sa i d it woul d not be a major issue and,
honest l y , I ca n o n l y t h i nk o f on e s ce n a r i o wh e r e l aw e n f o r ce men t
would not be called to a scene where EMS would be at. An d tha t
would b e i f so me bo dy wa s wa l k i n g d o wn t h e s t r e e t , h a d a
concealed weapon on the m, and passed ou t . I n s ome
jurisdictions, law en f orcement might respond. In the city of
Omaha, t h e y w o u ld n ' t . Mo s t amb u l a n c e s i n t he s t a t e o f Neb r a sk a
are carrying narcotics so they are equipped with lock boxes.
They s a i d i t wou l d n ' t b e a p r o b l em . The y c ou l d se cu r e f i r e a r ms
in lock boxes. And this isn't unusual. There are instances in
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