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SENATOR ERDMAN : Thank you , Mr . President. M emb ers of the
Legislature, I had a chance yesterday afternoon to share s ome
i n f o r ma t i o n wi t h Se n at o r Sch i m e k , an d I t h i n k sh e w as su r p r i se d
at the source. Be cause we have a lot of d is cussion a bout the
number o f a cc i d e nt s t h a t ha p p e n , an d b e f o r e I t a l k ab o u t t ho s e
actual numbers, I don't read the bill to say that we' re going to
r equire p e opl e t o ha v e a g u n. I don ' t r ead t he b i l l t o r equi r e
p eopl e t o g o b uy a g u n . I d o n ' t u n d e r st an d t he l o g i c t h a t
people are going to...if Senator Tyson i s cor rect tha t we ' re
g oing t o ha v e 2 pe r ce nt o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n ap p l y f o r t h i s p e r mi t
and there are already people carrying this weapon, whether it be
a gun o r o t h e r c o n ce a l e d i t em, I d o n ' t r e a d wh e r e t h i s i s g o i n g
to be mo re guns. T he argument could be made that people might
be more l i ke l y t o p u r ch a s e a c o n ce a l e d w e a po n i f t h ey co u l d . . .or
purchase a w e a po n i f t h e y c ou l d co n ce a l i t , b u t a g a i n t h e l og i c
doesn' t q u i t e . . . the d o t s d on ' t l i n e u p fo r me . Bu t l e t me t a l k
t o yo u a b o u t t h e i n j u r i e s o r a c c i d e n t s t h a t h a ve b e e n ca u s e d b y
I don't know how many leading causes there are here, I woul d sa y
a good dozen or so, and this was brought to me or this was taken
of f o f t he g o v e r nm e n t ' s we b s i t e , t h e Cen t e r f o r Di se a se
Contr o l . Th ey k e ep t r a c k o f a l l t h e u n i n t e n t i on a l i n j u r i e s t h a t
happened i n Neb r a . . .in the world or i n the U n i ted Sta tes tha t
are then re ported t o them and they compile them and compare
those different causes of death. In the year 2000, which is the
last ua-to-date amount that they got, and I have this b reakdown
by a l l ag e s up t o a c e r t a i n a m o u n t, a n d t h e n i t br e ak s t h em do w n
in the sam e cat egories an d it goes thr ough he re p retty
in-length, there were 776 unintentional injuries w h ich ca used
death by fir earms, which accounts for .8 percent of all deaths
in the United States in 2000. That's all ages, all races, both
sexes in the United St ates a s acco rding to the Center for
Disease Control. Now we can read all 776 of those stories, and
that's true. The reality is that, yes, those are lives that we
shoul d n ' t t a k e l i g ht l y , an d we sh o u l d d o e v e r y t n i ng t h a t we ca n
in society to put policies in place. But we' ve got to realize
t hat c o mmon s e ns e a n d p e r so n a l a cc o u n t a bi l i t y ha s g o t t o b e t h e
first and foremost p o licy tha t needs to be there. You ' re
2 0 t i me s m or e l i k e l y t o d i e b y f a l l i n g d ow n, a c co r d i n g t o t he
Cente r f o r Di se a se C o n tr o l , y ou ' r e 2 0 t i me s m o r e l i k e l y t o d i e
f a l l i n g d o w n t ha n y o u a r e t o b e k i l l e d by a g u n , a c c i d e n t a l gu n
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