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SENATOR TYSON: . . . safe t y . Th an k y o u , Se n a t o r Cu d a b a c k .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Than k you, Senator Tyson. Senator Schimek,
followed by Senator Erdman and ten others.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Ye s .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Schimek.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Yes, Mr. President, thank you. And thank you,
members of the body. I rise for a couple of purposes and one is
t o get b a c k t o t hi s w h o l e t hi n g a b ou t l aw e n f o r c ement an d t hei r
oppos i t i o n t o t h e b i l l . An d I mi g h t me n t i o n t o y ou , a s I r i f l e d
through. . .oh , ( l aug h ) t ha t ' s not a ver y good . . . as I ' ve g o ne
t hrough t h e co n t e n t s o f s om e o f my f o r me r f i l e s f r o m f o r me r
years , I s aw men t i o n i n o ne p l a c e f r om o n e c o n st i t u en t t ha t
t here h a d b e e n a t l e a s t e i g h t p u b l i c he a r i ng s on t h i s i ssu e an d
t hat p a r t i c u l a r c on st i t u e n t wr o t e m e se v e r a l y ea r s b a c k . So t h e
p oin t I ' m t r y i n g t o ma k e h e r e i s t h a t t h e r e ha v e b e e n a n um b e r
o f public hearings on the issue. There have been a number o f
attempts to send the bill to the floor and to pass this bill.
And th e r e a s o n I me n t i o n t h a t i s b e ca u s e I t h i nk , an d I ' m ma yb e
r eadin g b e t we en t h e l i ne s a nd ma yb e I a m no t a cc u r a t e b u t I
suspect that I am, maybe this ye ar law en fo rcement, w ho has
a lways t r adi t i o: i a l l y , con s i s t e n t l y be e n o p posed t o t hi s k i nd o f
a public policy, maybe they saw this bill was going to get out
o f t h e Ju d i c i a r y Co m mi tt e e a n d m a yb e t h ey f e l t t h a t t h e y n e e d e d
to t r y t o im p r o v e t h e b i l l a s b e s t t h ey c ou l d . I d on ' t k n ow ,
but there is still law enforcement opposed even to this improved
v ers i o n a n d I do n ' t t h i n k t ha t we ou g ht t o k i d ou r se l ve s t ha t
t hey ar e no t go i n g t o be i n a di f f er e n t k i nd of pos i t i on t r y i ng
to enforce the law if there is more concealed carry out there.
Having said that, I'd like to, if I might, get a little humorous
for a c h an g e . I t h i nk we ' v e a l l b ee n o n t h i s i ss u e f o r a wh i l e
and I t h i n k t h a t we ' re a l l p r ob ab l y g e t t i n g t i r e d o f i t , b u t I
go back to a newspaper column that Senator Dwite Pedersen s e nt
out, oh , th i s wa s sever al years back because the date of the
column by Nike Ryoko of the Chica ~ Trib was actually written in
January of 19B5, and it is tongue n c eek, but it i s kind o f
funny. He actually every year provided a gun owner of the year
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