
TRANSCR I PT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE L EG ISLATURE
Transc r i b e r ' s Of f i ce

FLOOR DEBATE

L B 2 6 5Apri l 1 , 2 00 3

didn ' t l i k e t h e f a c t t h a t t ha t ge n e r a t o r wa s r u nn i ng . An d s h e
ran over and yelled at the guy who had the generator running and
o n h er way b ac k , I sa i d , d i d y ou g e t t h i n g s se t t l e d , b e c au s e ,
qui t e f r a n k l y , I wa s a b i t a n n oy e d b y t he ge n e r a t o r my s e l f , a nd
she started t a lking an d co m e to find out she was an avid
proponent of the Second Amendment relating to the right to b e ar
arms. In fa c t, she's even the Colorado coordinator for a group
they call the Second Amendment S isters, an d the re's a l arge
group of females out there who support issues such as this and I
t h in k t h e b od y wo u l d a l so r e f l e ct t h a t a s we l l . So I ' m a b i t
p erp l e x e d a s t o why t h e ge n de r wa s t h r own i n t o t he de b a t e
yesterday, bu t I be li eve that it crosses all parts of society
and especially gender. It ' s interesting how we h ave an open
Legislature that I wou ld argue is p r obably the most open in
t erms o f se c u r i t y s a f e g u a r d s a t ou r e n t r a n ce s , b u t p r ob a b l y t h e
most open Cap itol B u ilding a c ross t he nation because ou r
openness is based on the premise that people have access, people
have the freedom to come and go unaltered because we assume that
they ' r e i nn o c e n t u n t i l pr ov e n g u i l t y . An d a g a i n , I g o b a ck t o
t he q u e s t i o n , wh y d o s ome p e op l e wa nt t o kn o w w h a t ' s i n t h e
pocket s o f a no t h e r pe r s o n ? Tha n k y ou .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Smith. Senator Hartnett.

SENATOR HARTNETT: Mr . President, members of the b ody, Senator
Tyson sa i d we h av e t h e r i g h t t o p r e se r v e l i f e , I t h i nk h e sa i d ,
b ut a s so m e f i gu r e s a n d f a ct s a n d f i g u r e s t ha t I g o t , we ' r e
g oing t h e wr o ng wa y , a nd I . . . i t r e a l l y . . . I r e a l l y a m k i n d o f
amazed a t t h e f a sc i na t i on t h a t we h av e i n t h i s c ou n t r y wi t h
g uns ; t h at we j u s t l o ve o u r g u n s . I g u e ss I ' v e h a d a b a d
e xper i e n c e w i t h g u n s , o r my f ami l y h a s , s o I do n ' t . . . t h e y ' r e no t
a fascination to me and so forth. Bu t if we ' re supposed t o
preserve life, l ook at what handgun death, and we' re talking
about handguns because we' re going to talk about the c oncealed,
deaths per cou ntry: G ermany, 3 81 ; France, 255; Canada, 165;
Unite d K i ng d om , 6 8; J ap a n, 6 9 ; t h e Un i t ed St a t e s , t h e g oo d
country where we have guns, 11,127. Maybe it's not going to cut
down on cri me, Senator Stuhr, but do you know that we have had
i n t h i s co u n t r y , b e ca u s e o f ou r l o v e o f gu ns , 1 5 , 0 0 0 u n i n t e n de d
gunshots wounds that are treated in an emergency room each year;
15,000 k i d s a r e . . . as a result of our great love for guns? O f
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