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bil l i s , t hi s bi l l you ar e no t j udg e d g u i l t y be f or e t he f ac t .
You don't have to prove your innocence under this bill; you do
under 28-1202. That's one of the things we' re trying to correct
i n t h i s b i l l . Yo u h av e a r i g h t t o d e f en d y o u r se l f . You may no t
avai l y ou r s e l f o f i t , b u t o f c ou r s e i f y o u d o n ' t t h en y ou ca n ' t
complain if someone assaults you. How many people are going to
be assaul t ed ? M e rc i f u l l y f ew . How m any p e opl e ar e go i ng t o
t ake ad v a n t ag e of t hi s b i l l ? Not ver y m a ny . I sai d ye st e r d a y
maybe 2 percent. But those people, according to 28-.202, have
the right to ca rry guns now and. . .pardon me t i l l I get t o t he
r i gh t p ag e , 2 8 - 1 2 0 2 n o w r e a d s , . . .

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR TYSON: . . 'It shall be an affirmative defense that th e
defendant was eng aged in any law ful bu s iness, c a lling, or
employment a t t he t i me h e o r sh e wa s c a r r y i n g a n y we ap o n o r
weapons and the circumstances in which such person was placed at
the time were such as to justify a prudent person in carrying
the weapon or weapons for the defense of his o r h e r p erson,
property, or family.' People under guise of that law are
carrying weapons now. A good many of them have told me t hat
they would r a t h e r b e j ud ged i n n ocent u n t i l pr ove n gu i l t y , r a t her
than gu i l t y unt i l pr ove d i n no c en t . Ther e wa s so m eth ing a b o u t
that's the American way in there, no t Norman Lea r's Am erican
way, the American way. This is what we' re talking about. We' re
talking about re ducing a n activity to the limitations of the
law. We are trying to control...

SENATOR CUDABACK: T i me .

S ENATOR TYSON: Th a n k yo u , Sen a t o r Cu d a b a c k .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Tyson. Senator Stuhr.

SENATOR STUHR: Tha nk you, Mr. President a nd m emb ers o f the
boay . I h a v e n o t y e t sp o k e n o n t h i s i s s u e , so I t h ou g h t
that...I was here four years ago when we had the last debate and
I can say that things haven't changed a l ot. There ' s pre tty
much th e s a m e d i scu s s i o n a l o ng t h e s am e l i n e s . Bu t I d o su p po r t
t he b i l l . I d o su pp o r t t he c om m i t t e e am e ndment s a n d I t h i n k

3289


