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SENATOR SCHIMEK: Yes. Th ank you, Mr. President and members. I
would like to give so m e of my time to Senator Raikes, in the
h opes t h a t he wi l l t h e n r e t u r n t h e r e ma i nd e r o f i t t o me . Th a n k
you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Se n a t o r Ra i k e s .

SENATOR RAIKES: Thank you, Senator Schimek. I did get the hint
there. I' ll try to be quick. The fourth main reason that I was
addressing was, concealed carry will reduce crime. And the idea
is this. If you carry unconcealed, you' re safe. Everybody can
see that you' ve got a weapon there, and which, by the way, is
l egal , an d y o u d o n ' t hav e t o wo r r y ab o u t c r i me . I f i t ' s
concealed, if you allow concealed carry, then the bad guy has to
guess. And the bad guy, being not that brave, or a coward, will
pick easier t a rgets, I guess, or simply the crime will go down
as a result of that. But the idea is t hat peo ple w ho don' t
carry handguns, concealed handguns, are more or less free riders
o n t h o s e t ha t d o c a r r y . Bu t my q u e s t i o n i s t h i s . I f t h a t ' s t h e
case, why would y ou p ro h ibit c o ncealed c a rry i n a church?
You' re going to increase crime in churches. And as a matter of
f act , l e t me s ug g e s t t h i s . I f yo u wa n t t o c o nv i n ce m e t ha t t h i s
is a go od idea , go to a state that has adopted this. And I
think most of them have excluded churches. Show me tha t aft er
t he i n t r o du c t i on o f t h i s me a su r e c r i me r a t e s we n t u p i n
churches, and I'm on your side, I'm a believer. F inally, a long
t he l i n e s o f wh e r e y ou ' r e n ot g o i n g t o a l l o w i t , i s t o n o t a l l ow
it in leg islative h earings. My concern with that is simply
t h i s . Yo u , a s an e l e c t e d p o l i t i c i a n , e l e c t e a p o l i t i ca l l e ad e r ,
are going to protect yourself in a hearing from someone having a
handgun. But some young mother, say, with a couple of kids, in
a grocery store, is going to be out there with the handguns. I f
I can be convinced on these points, I' ll certainly listen, maybe
even change my vote. But I don't see the reason why this i s a
good policy. Thank you, Senator Schimek, and I' ll return your
t i me .

SENATOR CUDABACK: There's about two and a half minutes, Senator
Schimek .
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