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o f t h e m h av e e v e r ha d a p r o b l e m. As n ea r a s I ca n t e l l f r om t h e
discussion we' ve had so far, we' ve not had problems in Nebraska
without concealed carry. We have an affir mative de f ense
provision, so that if someone really needs to carry a concealed
h andgun, t h ey c an do so l eg a l l y . I f we h a v e a p r o b l e m , i t ma k e s
sense to me to deal with it. But if there is no problem t o b e
addressed by the cha nge, then simply, why are we making the
change? I f we ' r e g o i n g t o mo v e f r om s o m e t h i n g t h a t wo r k s fo r u s
to something that may or may not work for somebody else. Okay .
Second, concealed carry of handguns represents an upgrade in our
l eve l o f c i v i l i t y . I t i s mo r e c i v i l i ze d t o h i d e y o u r h a nd g u n
than ca r r y i t ou t i n t h e o p en . I ag r e e t h a t co n ce a l i n g a
handgun may make you look more civilized. Remember, it's legal
now t o c a r r y a ha n d g u n i f y o u d on ' t co n ce a l i t . I t ' s h a r d f o r
me to u n d e rs t a n d , t h ou g h , w h y y ou w o u ld b e c o me mor e c i v i l i ze d i f
you h i de i t . An d i f h i d i n g i t ma k e s m o r e p eo p l e ca r r y , b eca u se
they are less ashamed, then more concealed handguns means a more
c ivilized society, a proposition which may make s ome sense to
some, but n o t to me. Th ird, it's a person's right to carry a
concealed handgun. Well, I th ink th is re fe rs to the
const i t u t i o n . An d I ce r t a i n l y h av e no an sw e r s on t h i s . I ' m n o t
an expert a t all. But let me just ask you this. What sort of
right is it that you have to get a permit to exercise?

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR RAIKES: Wh a t so r t o f r i g h t i s i t t h a t y o u h av e t o ha ve
a certain level o f skill in order to exercise? I w ould think
the rights folks would be opposed t o th is par ticular m easure
because of those issues. And the next question, obviously, is,
where does this right end? If it really is a right , c an you
carry h and g r enade s ? I f s omeb o d y c ome s u p wi t h a
c onsumable . ..or , a co n sumer g r ade nu c l ea r w e apon, c a n y ou car r y
t hat ? I t h i n k at s ome po i n t so c i e t y s i mp l y h a s t o sa y , n o ,
enough is enough. And if you look at what's going on on the
international scene now, I thi n k there are some very strong
p ara l l e l s t o t h a t ex a c t p o i n t . I wo n ' t h a v e t i me t o t a l k ab ou t
t he f o u r t h o n e . So I ' l l s t o p h e r e a nd p u t my l i g h t on a g a i n .
T hank y o u .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Raikes. Senator Schimek.
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