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In the bill, we' re talking about just the direct c o st of that
check as being part of the f iscal note. But there are
processing costs, time that it takes t o run these , chat are
probably a separate issue. But one of the things that came up
i n those discussions dealing with a lot of othe r issues tha t
happen whenever you' re sitting around for a full day once a
month k i c k i n g t h i n g s a r o und were , w ha t i s ava i l ab l e p u b l i c l y , or
what is available t o law enforcement, d e aling w ith men tal
history records? And so, Senator Tyson, did I hear you say that
it's your un derstanding t hat l aw en f orcement has access to
aspects of mental he alth co mmitment, or a perso n adju dged
menta l l y i n com p e te n t ? Sen a t o r Ty so n , wo u l d y o u b e wi l l i n g t o
answer?

SENATOR CUDABACK: Sen a t o r Ty so n , wo u l d y o u . . . ?

SENATOR TYSON: I b e l i ev e t h a t t h a t i s av a i l ab l e t o t h em, y e s .

SENATOR THOM PS ON : Well, some .. . I ' m g o i ng t o . . . t ha n k y ou ,
Senato r Ty s on . I ' m g e t t i n g co n f l i c t i n g i n f o r ma t i o n o n t h i s .
And so I'm going to spend a little more time on that par ticular
issue of wh a t is public information. But I also think that we
need the regulations to define sections of this. For example,
this says the sheriff shouldn't issue if the person is currently
a djudged men t a l l y i n co m p e t e n t . No w, I d o n ' t k no w w h o de t e r m i n e s
that . I ' m a s sum i n g t h e y ' re t a l k i n g ab ou t a co u r t . I do n ' t k n ow
how t h a t ' s d e t e r mi ne d . And I t h i n k t h a t ' s i mp o r t a n t i f we ' r e
going to pass this legislation, that that needs to be clarified.
Also 'or a similar law of another jurisdiction," I don't know
h ow a l o c a l sh e r i f f i s g o i ng t o k no w w h a t s i mi l a r l aws t h ey
s houl d b e l o ok i n g a t b e s i d e s t h e Ne b r a sk a Me n t a l He a l t h
Commitment A ct . I t hink that's a little vague. And that's the
reason that we have our departments issue rules and regulations,
s o that we set some standards, and also guide the people in t h e
field who are supposed to be upholding the laws that we enact.
I t h i n k t h a t ' s a p r e t t y se r i o u s o b l i g a t i o n we h a v e , r e g a r d l e s s
o f ho w y ou f e e l ab ou t t he who l e i ssu e . I f t h i s i s g o i n g t o
pass, i t ' s g o t t o b e wo r k ab l e f o r t he pe o p l e i n ou r c ommu n i t i e s
tha t h av e t o ca r r y i t o u t . Wh e n y o u sa y " I s n o t h a b i t u a l l y i n
an i n t o x i c a t e d or d r u g ge d c on d i t i o n , ' I t h i n k t h e r e sh ou l d b e
some definition to that, so that there's consistency throughout
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