
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE L E G ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

LB 265March 3 1 , 20 0 3

right to keep and bear arms is not absolute, a nd these cour ts
have uniformly upheld the police power of the state through its
Legislature to impose reasonable regulatory control over the
state constitutional right to bear arms in order to promote the
safety and welfare of its citizens. And now that we' ve had a
chance to stake ourselves out philosophically on this bill, I
think, because it appears that there are going to be lots and
lots of floor amendments on this first section, that there may
be an interest in going directly to the white copy at some t ime
soon, which is the committee amendment. And I do want to start
talking about some aspects of that. Because regardless of where
you stand on this bill philosophically, the devil is a lways in
the details, and there are a lot of details in here that we need
to talk about, and how it's going to affect people in your
communities trying to handle this bill. And I' ll just talk
about one of t hose areas. I know th at's not part of the
a mendment here , b u t I wa n t t o r a i se i t as one o f t he i ssu e s t h a t
you need to be thinking about, because we' re putting into law
h ow t h i s i s goi ng t o be ha n d l e d i f you su p p or t l et t i ng p e o p l e
carry hidden weapons. One of the issues will be for y our
emergency services personnel. In my community, those are pretty
much volunteers. We have some professionally trained people who
are hired to do that in some areas in Sarpy County. But in a
lot of cases, and I' ll bet it's the case in y our area, that
person is a volunteer who responds to a fire call or an injury
call. And on page 9 of this amendment, it says, when emergency
services personnel determine that the permit holder is not a
threat to the safety of any person present, including emergency
services personnel, and if, and here's some critical language,
the permit holder is physically and mentally capable of
possessing the handgun, the emergency services personnel shall
return the handgun to the permit holder before releasing the
permit holder from the scene and breaking contact. It further
says, if the permit holder is transported for treatment, the
handgun shall be turned over to any peace officer. Well, I' ve
been asking people in my district who deal with this directly
how t h i s i s go i ng t o af f e ct t he i r l i ne of wor k . And he r e , I ' d
just like to read part of what I got back in an e-mail today,
saying, I hope it's not too late, but here are some thoughts.
The sections that address emergency service personnel puts fire
and EMS personnel at undue risk and requires them to determine,
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