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arms. And I have a person up in my district says, well, why do
you have to d o an ything to b e able to pass this to carry
concealed weapon? Well, you can carry it in the open right now.
But if actually you want to carry it concealed, that's when you
got to have a change in our statutes. So that's the reason for
the bill. And I think I want to give the Judiciary Committee a
lot of credit for putting all t he rules and regs in this,
because I think they are important because we' re talking about
something here that we can have for here on out. And we realize
a lot of other states have got it, and crime has actually went
down in other states that's passed this. So I think it's really
important. I think another thing that people don't realize,
there's a lot of 4-H projects right now that's got gun clubs.
And my grandson is in it right now, working with the BB guns
right now. And I think that's real important for the safety of
guns. And a lot of people don't realize it, but if you grow up
with guns, it's a lot safer than if you don't have them in the
home at all. So I think we should think about that. And the
federal law that we p assed here awhile back saying that you
can't have any guns on school grounds, that's when I started to
get a lot of phone calls from my district, because a lot of the
kids there had them on their...in their pickups, on the racks,
and they hunted pheasants on the way to town, to school, and on
the way home. And all of a sudden, they park in the schoolyard,
it would be against the federal law. So my phone really started
ringing from my area, I know that, because everybody wanted to
pack a gun in their pickup going back and forth because there
are a lot of...in the area up there where I'm at, there's a l o t
o f coy o t e s r i ght now. I n f ac t , I l os t a ca l f j us t y est e r d a y
morning from a bunch of coyotes cornered it. An d t hey always
want to have a gun ready to be able to help save something like
that. So the guns is a mainstay in my district, and they keep
asking me, when are you going to get something passed so that we
can carry a concealed weapon'? And a lot of people say, well,
you' ll have a lot more guns out. I don't believe you will. The
people that got guns now is the ones that's going to ask for the
permits. T hey' re not going to go buy a g un ju st to get a
permit. I think that's something that you got to realize. But
with that, I would stand in support of the bill. And as far as
this committee amendment h ere we have right now, the carrier
enforcement are a part of the State Patrol now. I d on't know if

3232


