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to waste th e ene rgy because th eir hatred do e sn't hurt me,
g et t i n g t h r ea t s , a n d no t c a r r y i ng g u n s , n o t e v en wa n t i ng t o
carry a gun. I d on't have a pen knife. I don 't carry a
f i n g e r n a i l f i l e . I co u l d g e t t h r ou g h t he c h e ck o u t i n t he
airplane...in the airport quicker than a nybody e l se, as I' ve
done a couple of times since they' ve been terrified. I carry a
little-bitty bag. And one of the checkout ladies looked a t it
and said how cute it was, and didn't even open it. N ow, she did
make a com ment ab out my appearance. But I didn't have to get
o ut of the line and take my big shoes off so they could look i n
t he he e l s an d t h e so l e s t o se e i f I ' m g o i n g t o b l ow up t he
ai p l a n e . Or ma yb e t he y co u l d l o o k i n my f a ce an d se e t h a t I ' m
too i n t e l l i ge n t t o t a ke my l i f e , or t h e l i v e s o f p e op l e wh o h a ve
n ot ha r m e d me i n an y wa y . Bu t i f I wa s o ne o f t h e s e p eo p l e
who's so terrified that I got to carry a pistol, a nd I l e f t my
p is t o l a t h o me , y o u r e ye s wo u l d b e wi d e a nd s t a r i ng , t he y ' d be
gl i t t er i n g , yo u ' d be t wi t ch i n g ar oun d t he mou t h , y ou ' d be
looking around at everybody, because you think somebody is going
to k i l l y o u , y o u ' re t h e o n e t h a t t he s e cu r i t y p e o p ' e wou l d p u l l
out of the line, because you look dangerous. So I th ink it
would behoove th ose of us i n the Legislature to give serious
t hought t o t h e k i nd o f s o c i e t y we t h i n k t h i s st a t e ou g h t t o
h ave . Sh o u l d i t b e on e wh i ch i s f u l l o f f ea r , a n d t h a t f e a r i s
being s t o ked b y i t s pub l i c of f i c i a l s? I say , no . We need t o
calm people down, literally. We need to step back ourselves and
take a deep breath. I would rather see everybody in here taking
a Va l i um i n s t e ad o f b e i n g so h o t a n d b o t he r e d a b o u t ev e r y b o d y
carrying a pistol hidden. O ne good point Senator Tyson made and
i t c a used me t o w onder why t h e d e f i ni t i on of a han d gu n i s what
i t i s . Now, t hey ha v e a p i c t u r e o f w h a t t h e y ca l l a Bun t l i ne
Special, when some of these cowboys are fast drawing. But they
don't use it in the fast draw, because you got to have an arm
about t h i s l o n g t o ge t i t o u t o f y o u r h o l s t e r . An d b y t h e t i me
you get it out, you' ve been ventilated, brothers and sisters, or
'pardner.' The barrel can be 16 inches long. This is 12 inches
l ong . That ' s t he b ar r e l , wi t h f our m o r e i nc h es . And y o u w a n t
t o b e a b l e t o c a r r y s om e th i ng l i k e t h a t . . .
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