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support LB 265 . I don 't see as it makes much difference. I
t h in k t h e p r ob l em wi l l a l wa y s b e wi t h t h e p e op l e . I t wo n ' t be
wit h t h e gu n s . An d I ' l l g i v e t he r e s t o f my t i me b a c k t o t he
S peaker .

SPEAKER BROMM: Thank you, Senator Louden. Senator Kruse.

SENATOR KRUSE : Thank you , Mr. S peaker and members. I rise
a gain t o o pp o s e t he b a s e b i l l , su pp o r t t h e co m m i tt ee am e ndment s .
Certainly there's much that Senator Tyson and I would agree o n.
One i s t ha t t h i s i s n o t a bo u t g u n o w n e rs h i p . I t h i n k we n ee d t o
m ake t h a t r eal c l ear am ong ou r s e l v es . Th i s i s not abo u t g u n
ownersh i p . I c ome f r om a g u n - t o t i n g f ami l y . Ev e r y me m be r o f my
family when I was growing up had a gun. And I can guarantee you
my mother knew how to use hers. So tha t's not the ques tion.
The question is , how does this gun become used in an emotional
set t i n g? We t a l k a b ou t t h a t t he y ' r e g o i n g t o b e me n t a l l y
stable. I 'd hate to have to certify to the mental stability of
any person on this floor. How are we going to determine mental
s tab i l i t y ? I t c a nn o t b e do n e . I t c a n no t be d on e . L e t me t e l l
you a s t o r y a b o u t m y f r i e nd . My f r i e nd i s a mi l i t a r y ma n ,
trained with weapons. Of s l ight stature, so after he was out,
he kept a revolver in his glove compartment, a concealed weapon.
H e felt that that might be helpful to even the scales if he g o t
against some big guys. He was in a traffic altercation, and saw
four big guys coming after him with tire irons. He reached
through the door of his...or through the window of his car, into
t he g l o v e c o mp a r t m e nt , p u l l e d ou t t h e g u n , an d t o l d t h em t o
stand back. T hey kept coming. He told them he knew how to use
t he g un , a nd w o u ld u s e i t . Th ey ke p t c omi n g . He sh o t on e t i me ,
k i l l i n g o n e o f t ho s e men . He w e n t t o p r i so n f o r si x year s . You
and I w o u ld c a l l i t a b s o l u t e s e l f - d e f e n s e . Bu t h o w d o I l e ad a
friend or any of my other friends into a situation where they' re
g oing t o end u p i n pr i so n f o r s i x year s ? He gr i ev e d a b ou t t ha t
so many t i m e s w i t h m e. He sa i d , i f o n l y I h ad no t ha d t h a t gu n
a long . I wa s ca l m, I wa s t r y i ng t o d o my v e r y b e s t , b u t i f I ' d
not h a d t h a t gu n a l o n g , I ' d h av e e n d ed up i n t h e h o sp i t a l
i ns t ea d o f i n p r i s o n , a n d my wi f e wo u l dn ' t h a v e h a d t o r a i se
those two little boys by herself. We cannot predict, any of us,
what we w i l l d o i n su c h a t e n s e si t u a t i o n . An d t o a d d a g u n ,
even to a re sponsible person in that situation, simply adds to
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