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SPEAKER BROMM: One minute.

SENATOR SMI T H : . . . the p eo p l e o f t h e s t a t e o f Neb r a s k a ha v e
asked for this for several years now and I hope that we can s ay
y es . Th an k y ou .

SPEAKER BROMM: Thank you, Senator Smith. Senator Tyson.

SENATOR TYSON : Thank you, Mr. Speaker. A c ouple of comments
n ow t ha t w e ' v e g ot t h e Wi l d W e s t q u e s t i o n se t t l e d . I t h a s be e n
mentioned by one of the speakers, Senator Kruse, that there will
be more gun s on the streets of North 24th. Som e one else, I
f orget who i t wa s , sa i d t he r e w o u l d b e mor e g u ns . Thi s i s not a
clever ploy to sell guns. The guns are there now. They ar e
being carried now, and you will have no more knowledge of who is
c ar r y i n g a gu n wh en t h i s b i l l p a s se s a s y ou d o r i g h t n ow . Ho w
d o I k n o w t h at t h e y a r e b e i n g ca r r i e d no w? We l l , pe o p l e ha v e
tol d me t he y a r e c a r r y i n g t h em . I ' v e k no w n p e o p l e f o r 3 5 ,
40 years who have carried a gun every day. Are they c r iminals?
No, they a r e not . They have what they believe to be good
reason, and the current law, 28-1202, just relapsed, r ead it .
I t al l ow s an a f f i rm a t i v e d e f e n se , s o a n y body can b e c a r r y i n g a
gun r i g ht n ow . Wh a t h ap p e n s i f t h ey ' re pi ck e d u p wi t h a g u n ?
Then a d e c i s i o n i s ma d e , i s t h e i r re a s o n va l i d ? I h av e b e e n
t ol d b y t wo d i f f e r e nt p r o s e c u t o r s t h a t t h e y wi l l n o t b r i ng a
charge under 28-1202 b e cause it 's unconstitutionally vague.
What doe s a n o r d i n a r y r e a s o n a b l e m a n do ? An d , i n c i d e n t a l l y ,
where d i d t h a t c ome f r om ? Whe r e d i d t h a t a f f i r ma t i v e de f en s e
come from? It's not in the territorial statues, 1856 t o 1859 .
No, they wa ited until 1875. Now I would like Senator Chambers
to pay close attention. Why did they put it in there in 1875?
For the same reason that laws were passed throughout a good
port i o n o f t he co u n t r y b u t pr i m a r i l y i n t he sou t h , a n d t h e y ar e
called the black laws, and they had for their purpose to reverse
the l aws passed during the reconstruction era to r eturn
political power to the whites. Seve ral of t hem sta ted as a
purpose of the law that no Negro shall be armed. They had an
excep t i o n , i f he h ad a Un i on A r m y un i f o r m o n . An d t h o s e l a ws
were passed t h roughout the south. The reason they were passed
throughout the south was to disarm the black people. N ow the
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