
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CL ERK OF THE LEG ISLATURE

Transcriber's Office
FLOOR DEBATE

L B 2 6 5March 3 1 , 2 00 3

out t h a t t h e Su p r eme Co u r t h a s r u l ed t h a t l a w e n f o r c e men t i n
general is not designed to protect you, but rather designed to
g ive a peaceable society, whatever that i s det ermined b y the
rulers that b e, whe ther tha t be the gove rnment or the law
enforcement agencies. And so I think the discussion needs to be
f ocused o n t h a t . I ' m s u r e i t wi l l b e he r e on , b u t I t h i nk wh e n
we g et t o t a l k i n g ab o u t t he s e , s om e o f t he co m ment s t ha t ha v e
b een made I t h i nk a r e u n f a i r . I t h i n k t h e y ' r e n o t p r o du c t i v e ,
a nd I t h i nk f r o m t h e st an dp o i n t o f wha t we ' r e t r y i ng t o
accomplish with the discussion today, it needs to be centered on
the facts, good and bad, and let's make th e dec ision. Let ' s
have the honest discussion. But to cast 21-year-olds that they
have...they don't have proper judgment or that we' re going to go
back to the Wild West isn't in fact, isn't true, and isn't fair,
Thank y ou , Mr . Pr e s i d en t .

SPEAKER BROMM: T hank you, Senator Erdman. Senator Kruse.

SENATOR KRUSE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker and members. I s tand in
support of the amendments that the committee has brought, but to
strongly to opp ose t he base b il l. It is an outrageous
proposition. I cannot really understand why we ar e dis cussing
it, certainly no t a m atter of rights. In fact, I was looking
f or some kind of show-me that would show how ridiculous this i s
where I l i v e , a nd I f i na l l y f ou n d i t . I f o u nd t h i s ca p , wh i ch
with ou t y o ur p e r mi s s i o n, I ' m g o i ng t o pu t o n . I f I v o t e f o r
this bill, I w ill be cons idered a fool on the streets of my
district, and this is what I' ll have to be wearing. The last
thing we ne e d is more guns on our streets in north Omaha. The
last thing we need is to know that there is some g uns at this
cemetery where th ere is quite a bit of feeling out there yet.
The last thing we need in the streets at a fracas is some of the
p eople c o m i n g o ut o f t h e i r h ou s e wi t h gu n s t o ad d t o t h e t o l l
there. And I assure you those others have made other witness to
this that the police, in my section of town, are not interested
in more guns on the streets. I have also had a poll, it's 2 to
1 against it, of those responding to the poll in my district,
but the most confirming thing for me is just w a lking d own the
street, being in a grocery store. I ge t more stops, more
challenges on this subject than any o ther su bject be fore u s ,
i nc l u d i n g t ax e s a n d a l l t h e o t he r e x c i t i ng t h i n g s w e ' r e d o i ng .
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