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government and one tha t does enormous service. Handgun means
any f i r ea r m wi t h a b a r r e l o f l e ss t h a n si x t e en i n c h e s . I d on ' t
know how well anybody would conceal a handgun with a bar rel of
f i f t e en a n d a h a l f i n ch e s , b u t t h a t ' s b e si d e t h e p o i n t . The
peace o f f i c e r def i n i t i on s t a n ds fo r i t se l f and i nc l ud e s anyb o d y
with a p o l i ce f u n c t i on i n t he s t a t e o f Neb r a sk a .

SPEAKER BROMM : T ime .

SENATOR TYSON: Th a n k y o u , Mr . Sp e a k e r .

SPEAKER BROMM: Thank you, Senator Tyson. Senator Erdman.

SENATOR ERDM AN: Thank you , M r . Speaker, me mbers o f the
Legis l a cu re . I r i se in supp o r t o f t he und e r l y i n g i de a c apt u r ed
in LB 265. I a ls o think that the direction that the committee
is heading is a responsible one and one that I think can ...can
and should g a i n t he s u p p or t o f t he m a j o ri t y of t he m embers h e r e .
I also r ise to correct some things that might have been said a
little bit earlier, and I 'll give the p araphrase of what was
said: 21-ye ar-olds d o n't have proper judgment; they might be
out dr nking on the tow n, could be provoked e asily, an d
sometimes don't make the best judgments that they may make later
in life. Now , those are the same individuals that can walk in
and vote. Those are t he same individuals that have a number o f
o ther rights an d I th ink it 's unfair to cast that. I kno w
Senator Schimek will probably get up and correct that statement,
and rightfully so, because I think that is unfair. I think that
i s w r o n g t o ca s t t h a t j u dgm en t o n a gr o up o f i n d i v i du a l s , I
don't care w h o they are. I don 't care what broad-based group
you want to put together, I think it's unfair to cast society in
that type of light. And so, as a young person in the body and
as an individual that probably knows quite a fe w m o re
21-year-olds than most others here, those aren't the people that
I k now an d t h o s e ar e n ' t t h e p e op l e t h a t I wen t t o sc ho o l wi t h a t
the un i v e r s i t y , a n d t h a t w a s n ' t t oo l on g a g o e i t he r . So , f r om
that standpoint, I think it's drastically unfair to make those
accusations and to make those broad-based statements. The other
side of this that seems to be interesting to me i s that w e ' re
going t o go back t o t he W i l d We st , i f you wi l l . Okay . So i f
I' ve gone to Utah, Nevada, Oregon, Washington, I daho , Mo n t an a ,
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