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need more guns in our environment. We don't need them in our
communit ie s wi t h peop l e wal k i ng ar ou n d wi t h t hem i n t hei r
p ockets, in their jackets, in their purses. We a lready hav e
6 5 mi l l i o n h an d g un s i n t he Un i t e d St a t e s . Th a t ' s a l o t o f g u n s ,
and one of the reasons behind these concealed carry laws is to
b e able to sell more guns so you can k eep one in your g love
compartment, you can keep one in your purse, you can keep one in
y our c o a t p o ck e t . Gu n s l a s t a l o ng t i me . I d on ' t t h i nk we n e ed
t o b e p a r t o f t h a t mo v em e n t t o ge t mo r e gu n s i n t o s o c i e t y
k nowing t h e r i s k t h a t t he y a r e g o i ng t o b e f o r t h e p e op l e . . .

SENATOR CUDABACK: T i me .

SENATOR THOMPSON : . . .who ar e a r o u n d t he m. Th an k y ou .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Thompson. Senator S m ith,
o n F A 1 2 1 2 .

SENATOR SM ITH : Thank you , Mr . President. Membe rs, the
discussion got a little more interesting sooner than I thought
it would w hen Sen ator Sc himek ch aracterized 21-year-olds as
t yp i c a l l y d r u nk . An d I t h i nk t h at ( l a ug h ) I t r i e d t o me e t wi t h
constituents and ask them the question.. . or a c t u a l l y em p h a s ize
the fact how it's great to have a diverse point of view, and I
guess I r i s e t o d e f e nd so b e r 2 1 - y e a r - o l d s . And I t h i nk t h a t we
can keep our discussion productive h e re. And anoth er .. . t h e
characterization o f the Wild West if this bill passes, I mean,
Vermont, which probably has the most relaxed policy relating to
f i r e a rms , i s pr obab l y one of t h e mo s t l i ber a l st at e s i n t he
nation . Ca l l i t p r ogr e s s i v e i f you ' d l i ke . And o n e t hi ng t hat
I 'm trying to confirm here is that 24 or 25 members of the body
weren't here when this issue was discussed not long ago, o r in
my first year in the Legislature. But I think that if you want
t he Wil d West t h e n y o u r equ i r e guns t o b e i n p l ai n s i ght .
That' s t he Wi l d W e s t. A mor e c i v i l i zed so c ie t y sa y s , h e y , i f
you take some training, if you recognize where you can't carry a
c oncealed weapon, you can put it in your pocket instead of in
the holster. And I th i nk that if you really look at all the
provisions of this bill, it represents a compromise. Senator
Tyson wo u l d r a t he r h av e a 'shall issue' approach to it, similar
to Vermont; others think otherwise. Bu t I think tha t we can
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