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concealed weapons, 7 9 percent disagreed or strongly disagreed,
22 percent agreed or strongly agreed. W hen people were given
th i s s t at em e n t , s oc i e t y i n ge ne r a l wi l l b e sa f e r i f p e op l e we r e
a llowed to carr y con cealed w e apons, 1 6 percent a g reed or
strongly agreed, 84 percent disagreed or strongly disagreed.
And when the statement was given, concealed weapons will cause
more gun violence, Nebraskans who answered the survey, which was
1 ,053 a d u l t s , a g a i n b y t h e Un i v e r s i t y o f Neb r a sk a , 7 9 p e r c en t
agreed or strongly agreed that concealed weapons will cause more
gun violence, an d 20 percent disagreed or disagreed strongly.
And I think Senator Sc himek has said , we a ll have some
constituents who fe e l pretty strongly about this issue. In my
case, it's mostly my male constituents who contacted me on t h is
i ssue . An d t h ey c ome f r o m a v a r i e t y o f wa l k s o f l i f e , a n d o f
interest, and the dozen or fifteen or so that I' ve heard fr om
o ver t h e y ea r s c o n s i s t en t l y wa n t t h i s . So I a sk e d my
constituents in a survey, and I urge those of you t o do these
k ind s o f t h i n g s t o o This is not sci entific. Th is i s
g overnment b y w h o sh o w s u p . Bu t o f my c on s t i t u e n t s wh e n I
asked, do you be lieve that... it said...the statement was, the
proposal before the Legislature would change Nebraska's current
firearms legislation to permit people with gun permits to carry
concealed weapons; 75 percent said, no, do no t cha nge cu rrent
law to permit carrying concealed weapons. There are a lot of
reasons not to add more guns into our society. We ' ve already
h eard i t ' s g o i ng t o c r e a t e i s su e s f o r l aw e n f o r ce me nt , b u t I ' m
c oncerned a b ou t wh a t t h a t d o e s t o t h e a v a i l ab i l i t y o f t he g u ns
to children. Forty-three percent of parents who own guns do not
lock them up in a place where children cannot get to them. And
this is from a book b y Un iversity of Southern California
Professor Dr . Ronald Got tesman, g u n ...called V iol ence in
America.' Fifty-two percent of all gun owners do no t pro perly
store their firearms. Guns kept at home. . .

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR THOMP S ON : . . .are f o ur t i me s m o r e l i k e l y t o b e i n v o l ve d
in accidental shootings. Guns kept at home are seven times more
likely to be used for criminal assault o r hom icide, an d guns
kept a t h ome a r e e l e v en t i me s mo r e 3 i k e l y t o b e u se d f o r
attempting to commit suicide or committing 3uicide. We don ' t
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