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r ule r e s t s o n t he f un d amenta l p r i nc i p l e t h a t t he go v e r nment and
i t s age n t s ar e und e r n o g e n e ra l d u t y t o pr ov i d e p u b l i c se r v i ce
such as police protection to any particular citizen. A publicly
maintained police force constitutes a basic government service
p rov i d e d t o b e n e f i t t he c om mun i ty at l a r ge b y p r om o t i ng p u b l i c
peace, safety, and good order. And they do . Now , w ith the
exception o f the last three wor ds, th ose a re taken from
Warren v. District of Columbia. And that's 444 A.2d, 1981 case,
rom t e D str ct o C o lumbia Court of Appeals. The 7th Circuit

Court of Appeals, in Bowers v. DeVito, wh i ch is 686 F . 2d 616,
1982 case, s ays th a t t e re s no co nstitutional right to be
protected by a sta t e age ncy be ing mur dered...against being
murdered by cri minals or madmen. So if you' re going to defend
y ourse l f , t he l og i c a l con c l u s i o n i s t hat yo u ' r e g o i n g t o b e y o u r
own de f e n de r i n a l l b u t a v e r y , v e r y f ew f o r t un a t e i nc i d e n t s .
I f y ou a r e g o i n g t o de f e n d y o u r se l f , y ou wi l l ne e d so m e t h i n g t o
defend yourself with, and that must be a firearm yo u at leas t
have...one that you at least have a basic idea of how to use.
How many people do you think in Nebraska are going to a vail
themselves under this act when passed? Nationally, there are 43
states, 33 of which have a 'shall issue' permit now 34, because
New Mexico wa s ju st signed into law. Of those states, various
percentages o f t he t ot al pop u l a t i o n h av e g o t t e n per m it s . The
state of Washington, for instance, they' ve had a law for, I
think, 32 years. Tho se p ercentages of people that avail
t hemselves of p erm i t r ange f r om s i x - t en t h s o f o n e p e r c en t t o
4.6 percent of the population. My belief is, and it's a belief,
not a fact, that there will be 30 to 34 thousand people i n the
state of Neb raska who will avail themselves of the benefits of
t hi s a ct . Th a t wou l d b e a b o ut t wo p e r ce nt o f o u r p op u l a t i o n ,
1,712,000. The concealed ca rry bi ll affirms the right that
citizens have the right to defend themselves. A nd I .. . ra t h e r
than go on, because we' ll get into this in greater detail later,
I would just leave you with one thought, that in a free society,
t he bu r de n o f p r o o f i s b o r n e b y t h o se w h o w o u ld r e s t r i ct t he
liberty of others. You have a natural right to k eep and bear
arms. As a matter fact, back in 1857, there was a Supreme Court
jus t i c e , r u l e d i n a c a se c a l l e d Dr e dd Sc o t t v . Sa n f o r d . . . an d I ' m
sure that som e o f you wou ld e ami war w zt t at . That
decision said that a free black man in the United States was not
a citizen of the United States. In b u ttressing hi s argument,
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