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FLOOR DEBATE

L B 6 2 6March 3 1 , 2 0 0 3

SENATOR PREISTER: We' ll do our best to accommodate. T hank you
v ery mu c h .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Preister, there are no other senators
wishing to speak at this time. Y ou' re recognized to close if
you care to on advancement of LB 626.

SENATOR PREISTER: Thank you, Mr. President. And I will be just
r e i t e r a t i n g wh a t I j u st s a i d , my c ommi t m e n t t o wo r k o n t he
issue. I app rec iate the attentiveness. When I look around,
virtually every senator is here. V irtu ally ev e ry senator is
attentive . And on an i ssue like this, it's big, and it needs
t hat k i n o o f a t t e n t i o n . Bu t I a l s o k n ow t h e d eman ds o n
everybody's time, and other issues that you have to prepare for.
So I appreciate the attentiveness. I appreciate the issues that
have been di scussed on the floo r by Sena tor Stuhr and her
interest in the bill, as well as to other committee chairs. If
there are other areas that you identify, please bring them to me
today, because we' re going to hav e to move quickly on these
discussions. So let me know. I am open. I have be e n wor king
i n g o o d f a i t h . I t h i n k t h e a dmi n i s t r a t i o n ha s b e e n ~ > r k i n g i n
g ood f a i t h . An d I d o t h a nk L au r en Hi l l a nd L o r i McCl u r g f o r
d oing t ha t . I r e c o g n i ze t h a t ma n y o f t h e ag e nc i e s h a d c on c e r n s ,
a nd t h ey we r e i d e n t i f y i n g t h o s e . Ag a i n , on a ny i s su e a t an y
time, I'm ope n to hear dir ectly from people about tho se
concer ns . And I wi l l c o n t i n u e t o d o t h a t . We .wi t h t h e b o dy ' s
favorable vote on th is bill, advance it to Select File, we' ll
save f l o or t i me , wo r k o n t h e ame n dm e nt , come b a c k wi t h a n
amendment that we can agree on. T here may be other amendments
that we don't reach agreement on. T hey will be separate. You
wil l b e we l l i n f o r me d o f ho w t h a t p r o g r e sse s . Wi t h t h a t , I
would a s k y o u r y e s v o t e o n L B 62 6 a nd o n k ee p i n g t h e b i l l a l i v e
and moving forward, showing that, yes, it is a big-dollar issue,
yes, we are a c c o u n t a b l e t o t he p ub l i c , a n d y e s , we wa n t t o h av e
information available so we can at least have the opportunity to
k now what ' s o ut t h e r e , h o w m u c h i s b e i n g l e t , a n d t h a t we ca n
have some oversight also as a legislative body in statute. With
t hat , I t ha n k e v e r y o n e t h a t ' s b e e n i n vo l v e d .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you , Sen ator Preister. The issue
before the body is LB 626. The question b e fore th e bo dy is
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