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discussion o f the b ill its elf, L B 626, advancement to E & R
Initial. Senator Preister.

SENATOR PREISTER: Tha nk you, Nr. President. I appreciate the
i ndu l g e nc e o f t h e b o d y . I d o a pp r e c i a t e t he c omm e n ts t h a t
Senato r Be u t l e r ma d e . Th e Pr og r a m E v a l u a t i o n C o mmi t t ee d i d p u t
in a lot of time. They had recommendations that t hey advanced
i n a se pa r a t e b i l l . An d t he y h a d so m e t h i n g s t h a t t he y wan t ed
t o d o t h at g o b e y o n d t h e sc o p e o f wh a t we we r e d o i ng i n L B 62 6 .
That's frustrating for the Program Evaluation Committee staff,
and it's frustrating for Senator Beutler, who is the cu rr ent
chai r . Se n a t o r Eng el wa s t h e c h a i r a t t h e t i me wh e n t h e s t u dy
was being done. So there are two d i fferent s enators o n that
commit t e e . Se n a t o r Je n s e n w as i n v o l v e d wi t h He a l t h a n d H u man
Services in LB 399 and the joint study that w e d id th is last
interim. Senato r Jen sen h as con cerns about how some of the
contracts are let in Health and Human Services, a s we ll as
o the rs . An d a l t h ou g h S e n a t o r Vr t i sk a sa y s t h a t t h e r e ' s a l o t o f
scru t i n y an d t h a t t h e r e ' s an Ex e c u t i v e Or de r , t h e Ex e cu t i ve
O rder didn't go into effect until the 20th of December o f last
y ear . I t ' s on l y b e e n i n e f f e c t f o r a bo u t t h r ee m o n th s . So t he
Execut i v e O rd e r w as h e l p f u l , i t wa s a go o d t h i ng . Bu t i n t e r ms
o f a c t u a l l y k n owi n g h ow mu ch m o n e y i s sp e n t , a c t u a l y s ee i ng
i n f o r ma t i o n , we s t i l l d on ' t ha ve t h a t . So we r e a l l y h av e n ' t
gone very f a r down this road, other than to say we' re going to
do someth i n g . An d am I sa y i ng t h a t we sh o u l d n ' t t r u st a l l o f
t he c om m i t t e e s ? No , I ' m n o t sa y i ng t h a t . Bu t I ha v e h e a r d o f
problems, and there are s ome th ings wh ere we ' re not sav ing
money, and it ' s cos ting us more money to contract. And there
are probably other examples that we don't know about. I'm not
j us t t r y i n g t o l ay b l am e, bu t I ' m t r y i n g t o i de n t i f y t h at t h e r e
i s a p r ob l e m , a nd t h a t I wan t t o wo r k t og e t h e r t o f i nd a
solution. And when Senator Baker talks about the Transportation
Committ ee , y e s , t h e g r ee n co p y , a s Sen a t o r Sch i m e k i d e n t i f i e d ,
does exempt out the t ransportation contracts. Like Sena tor
Schimek s a i d , t he y d o l e t o t h e r co n t r a c t s b e s i de s t h e r o a d
contracts. And we may not want t o have those exempted out .
Those are pa rt of the discussions that we need to have. And I
a ppreciate the interest of the comm ittee c h airs . Sena to r
Quandah l a l s o t a l k s ab o u t t h e b a nk i ng i s su e s . And I d i d me e t
with s o me o f t h e r e p r es e n t a t i v e s f r om t h e Dep a r t m en t o f Ba nk i ng
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