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maintain some oversight. They have 1,400 contracts on an annual
basis. A nd for them to have those all previewed, reviewed, and
s o on , . . . I kn ow t h a t t h e f i sca l n o t e t h a t we h a d wi t h t h e
original bil' w a s around $400,000, I think, on an annual basis
to hire the people to review these contracts i f we .and tha t
was wi t h t h e g r ee n co p y . I d o n ' t k n ow wh a t i t wou l d b e wi t h
everyone included. It's going to be a lot of money . So my
statement is , in real ity, w e are looking over some of these.
We' ve got te n i n t o t hi s ov e r a per i o d of yea r s . And I do n ' t
condone t he s e t h i ngs i f t hey ' r e not accou n t a b l e . But t he
executive branch has issued an Executive Order, and we obviously
got our attention. I th ink Senator Pr eister...thank Senator
Preister for that . It certainly g o t me aware ot all these
c ont r a c t s o ut t h e r e . An d we d i d me et wi t h some p eo p l e , t h e
Departmen t o f Ro a d s , fo r i n s t a n ce , wa s o n e o f t h e m, t ha t , y o u
know, they have a lot of contracts. And we said, what are you
doing, and so on , and o utside contractors, how many are you
using, and so on, for engineering studies. S o I can agree to
going back to the green copy. I just want to make sure when we
g et b a c k t o i t t ha t p e op l e a r e i n v o l v ed wi t h i t a n d we d o n ' t
create a monster here as far as people we' re going to have to
h ir e t o r e v i ew t h e se c o n t r a c t s t h a t a r e r e v i e w e d i n t e r na l l y . We
certainly need some oversight. But I believe heading back to
the green copy, as people have said. will give us a chance to do
t h i s . An d we ' d c e r t a i n l y ap p r e c i a t e b e i ng i nv o l ve d i n t he mi x .
With t h a t , I ' d r e t u r n t he l a st o f my t i me t o t h e Cha i r . Th a nk
you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: T hank you, Senator Baker. Senator Wehrbein,
followed by Senator Beutler, Landis, and Schimek.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Mr . Pr e s i d e n t , me mb e r s , I ' l l j u s t d o a f e w
quick comments. I want to support what Senator Preister has
done. He's put a lot of work into this. And Sena tor Sc himek
has t o o. I j u st s i mp l y want t o say , t hi s w a s n o t a n i dl e
w eekend fo r s ome o f u s . I f i nd my s e l f w a n t i n g t o do s o me t h i n g s
here in this area. But this does have a f ar-reaching domino
effect, if you will, or a ripple effect, among all the agencies.
And I h av e com e t o b e l i e v e i n t h e l a s t f ew d ay s t ha t we h a d t o
go a little slower on this. I found myself in a very difficult
posi t i o n , n o t be i n g a b l e t o ex p l a i n e x a c t l y wh a t t h e p r op o s a l s
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