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Senator Nelson had a h i ring fr eeze, an d so I 'm a contr act
employee i n s t e a d o f a n a c t u a l st a t e emp l o ye e . An d s o t h a t wa s
the first experience that I had with that. And so it is an
issue that I hope we can a ddress. A nd that's why I would,
o bviou s l y , u r g e t he de f e at o f t h e co m m i t t e e a m e ndment , s o t ha t
we can proceed with the green copy as a starting point. I think
it's important to note that out of the thousands and thousands
of contracts that the state has, there are many different t rpes,
whether it's Department of Roads with 1,400 contracts that, you
k now, c on t r i b u t e t o t h e $1 billion per year of contracted
service; or whether it's the state con tracting w ith Federal
Express or a lo cal telephone company at a given place. Each
contract might be a little bit different. And I would h ate to
see us subject every single contract to a...the same process
t hat j u s t ge n e r a t e s p a perwork , w hen i t ' s a f or ego n e conc l u s i o n
that the resurfacing of Highway 71 in western Nebraska...is a
foregone conclusion that a state employee will not be performing
t hat s e r v i c e . So I l o o k f o r wa r d t o f u r t h e r d e b a t e c n t h i s
perhaps on Se l ect File But I hope that we can keep the issue
alive so that we can maybe rein in some of th e con tracts t h at
are out there. But it certainly is an issue that I hope we can
a ddress . Th an k y ou .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Smith. Senator Baker.

SENATOR BAKER: Thank you, Senator Cudaback and members. I am
going to echo some of the things, I'm afraid, that Senator Smith
said. I' ll try and keep it brief. But I didn't know the turn
that this bill was going to take till a little bit ago, because
I ' m one of those people that had amendments drawn up trying to
s traighten things out, but I didn't know w here to sta r t w it h
them, and they are just left in the file. And I guess that's a
g ood p l a c e f o r t h em i f we ' r e g o i n g t o wi t hd r a w t h e c om ni t t e e
amend. . .or vo t e do w n t h e c om mi t t e e am e ndments . Bu t wha t I wan t
to say is, once we get back to the green copy and begin working
o n t h i s , t ha t we ha v e v a r i o u s p e op l e i nv o l ve d wi " h i t . An d I
cer t a i n l y wo u l d v o l un t ee r t o h e l p wi t h t h i ng s t ha t
Transportation Committee i s dealing w ith. A s Senator Smith
menti o n ed , De p a r t m e n t o f Ro a d s . . .and we ne e d to mainta in
o vers i g h t , bu t I do b e l i ev e t h a t t h e e x e cu t i v e b r a n c h a nd t h e
l egislative branch in this case with C' partment o f Road s doe s
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