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SENATOR PREISTER: Th en w e wi l l b e o n t h e b i l l , a n d I t h i nk t he n
we can move f o r w a r d . Th an k y o u .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Preister. As stated by
the Clerk, there are comm i ttee am e ndments of f ered by the
Government , Mi l i t a r y a n d Ve t e r a n s A f f a i r s Commi t t ee .
Chairperson of the committee, Senator Schimek, you' re recognized
to open on AM0918. Sena to r Sch imek . (Legislative J ournal
p age 1 0 1 3 . )

SENATOR SCHIMEK. Yes . Thank you. M r . President and members,
i t ' s k i nd o f ha r d t o ge t f o c u se d o n s om e t h i n g t h i s i mp o r t a nt an d
maybe this technical on a Monday morning after a n ice weekend.
But here we are , and we need to do it. I' d like to begin by
thanking all the people who have been working on t his project.
And that would include the LR 399 task force, as well as Senator
Preister and h is office, be cause a lot of work has gone into
this. I 'd a lso like to tha n k the admin istration, and
p ar t i c u l a r l y L o r i McCl u r g an d L au r e n Hi l l . I ' m g o i n g t o
i n t r o d uc e t h e co m mi tt ee am e ndment , a nd t he n I 'm p r o b a b l y g o i n g
t o as k y o u . . .o r n o t p r ob a b l y , I am g o i ng t o a sk y o u t o vo t e i t
down when we get to the vote on it. And the re are seve ral
r easons f o r t h a t , wh i ch I wi l l d i s cu s s a f t e r I ha v e e x p l a i ne d
t he committee amendment, and after maybe we' ve answered some o f
the questions t hat y o u might have. Bu t the white copy...the
commit t e e a m endment a c t u a l l y b e c o me s t h e b i l l . An d i t p r o v i de s
fo r a nu mb e r o f t h i n g s . And I ' l l t r y t o g o t h r ou g h t h o se
br i e f l y . I h ad a lo n ge r e x p l an a t i o n , b u t I ' m go i n g t o do t he
br ie f exp l a n a t i o n , a nd t he n i f yo u wan t mor e de t a i l , we c an g e t
into that. But the bill then, as written, would re quire t h at
state agencies ma y ente r in t o service co ntracts v a lued at
$50,000 or more only if the service is, one, required by state
or federal law or rule or regulation; two, if it's specialized
or not needed regularly e nough to warrant pe rmanent s t aff;
three, necessary for workload management, such as a temporary
workload increase or i n an emer gency or; fou r, mor e
cost-effective provided by contract. An agency director, under
t hi s a m endment , w o u ld a p p l y t o ma t e r i e l d i v i s i on f o r a pp r ov a l t o
cont r a c t w h e n a s e r v i ce s co n t r a c t i s e st i ma t ed t o be va l ue d a t
$50,000 or more. Now , this differs from the green copy, which
p rov i d e d f o r a p r e r e v i e w . An d t h i s , f r a nk l y , i s t h e ma j o r
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