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l ane sage, w h e n we pass t he n e w budget b i l l , wi l l be r epe a l e d .
And so e ve n i n t e n t l an g u a g e wi l l b e g o n e . Fo l l o wi ng t h a t , I
i n t r o d u ce d a n i n t e r i m s t u d y r e so l u t i o n t h a t wa s j o i n t l y do n e b y
t he Gov e r n m e nt, Ap p r op r i a t i o n s , Bu s i n e s s , a nd t he He a l t h
Committees, with the chairs or each of those committees working
on i t . An d I t h i nk we d i d s om e v e r y g o od t h i ng s . Th e r . e i s a
copy that we have available o f the resu lts o f that int erim
s tudy , L R 3 99 . And t ha t ' s av a i l a b l e . And Ch r i st y Ab r a h a m i s
here w i t h t h e Go v e r n m en t Com m i tt e e an d i s u n de r t h e n o r t h
balcony and could probably address questions if people had any
on some of those is sues . A t the sam e tim e, the Pro gram
Evalua t i o n Com m i t t ee a l so sa w t h i s a s a co n c e r n . An d t h e y p u t
together their own study. And Andre N ic k and Martha Carter
worked o n t h a t , a nd t h ey ' r e o v e r he r e , a l o ng wi t h Ka t e A l l e n , my
s ta f f , wh o p u t i n ev e n mo r e t i me o n t h i s i s su e . So we ha v e t h e
P rogram Evaluation study. We have been studying, we h ave bee n
p ut t i n g d a t a t og e t he r , f o r a num b e r o f y e a r s , a nd i t c on t i nu e s
to go forward. Just at the e n d o f last yea r , De cember 20,
Governor Johanns di d a revi sed Ex ecutive O rder . And t h at
Executive Order is essentially what LB 626 is based upon. That
is a part of what I think we need to get done today. A nd my
goals in doing the bill and in putting time into this is t o be
able t o i d e n t i f y i f we ' r e sa v i n g m o n e y , whe t h e r w e ' r e sa v i n g
money, knowing how much money is being spent. We ' re talking,
folks , $1 b i l l i on a year . And we don ' t eve n al w a ys h a ve g ood
information on where and how that money is being spent. T h at' s
why th e Wo r l d - He r a l d t a l k s ab o u t t h e n ee d t o g e t so me t h i ng d o ne .

need good f i s c a l ac c o un t a b i l i t y a n d r es p ons i b i l i t y . And r i ght
now we don't have a da tabase set up yet, although the NIS
system, when that's complete, should help in that area. LB 626
does p r et t y much mi r r o r t he Go v e r n o r ' s E x e c u t i v e O r d er , w i t h
some minor changes. Now, I say minor. They may not be minor to
everyone. On e i s , ma t e r i e l d i v i s i on p r ea p p ro val i s r equi r e d f or
contracts over $50,000, and that's in S ection 4, and for a ll
sole-source contracts, i n Sec tion 5; whereas in the Executive
Order it asks for prereviews. And that was one of the issues
that the LR 399 task force said they wanted preapproval rather
than prereview, which is why that change was made. It redu ces
t he a g e n c i e s t h a t a r e ex e mp t f r om t h e p r o c ed u r e s ou t l i n e d i n t h e
bill, versus the Executive Order. Th at was a second component
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