
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CL ERK OF THE LEG ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

L B 6 2 6March 31 , 20 0 3

of the great curiosities of Nebraska state government." It then
says: if there we re ever a time when state agencies needed to
make the maximum effort to achieve efficiency in spending, it is
now. It goes on: One way or another, officials in the executive
a nd legislative branches need to step up and straighten out t he
muddle over these state contracts. I passed out a copy of that
editorial in the Omaha World-Herald for you to see. I ten d to
agree wi t h what t ey z pu t xnt o t he ed i t or i a l . One b i l l i on
dollars. That's what we' re talking about. Approximately
$1 billion eve r y ye ar is spe n t on the s e pri vate se rvice
contracts. That' s...well, that's even more than state senators
make. It's more than we spend on prisons annually. We spend it
each y e a r . An d i t t o o i s g r o wi ng . I t ' s an i s su e t ha t I t h i n k
does require attention, and that's why I' ve devoted time to i t .
Anothe r h a n d ou t t h a t y ou h av e b e f o r e y o u h a s L B 62 6 t i me l i n e o n
it. It go e s through a list, starting back when Senator Warner
was here, and some of the legislation that he introduced, some
of which wa s passed and some of which wasn' t, to deal with how
we contract out, or w hat we do with these private contracts. I t
g oes t o ev e n 1 9 9 5 t he n , wh e n t h e t he n Ap p r op r i a t i o n s Com m it t ee
i n t r o d u ce d an i n t e r i m s t u i y r e so l u t i on t o l oo k a t i t ; co n t i n u e s
on th r ough some o f t h e f i ndi n g s t h a t m y s t a f f p ut t oge t h e r . We
were . . . t h e y wer e ab l e t o i d en t i f y a l mo s t t wo - t h i r d s o f
$ 1 b i l l i on i n c o n t r a c t sp e n d i n g t ha t we c ou l d l o ca t e . And
considering we didn't have all the information, we know that at
least that amount was spent in fiscal year ' 96 a n d ' 9 7 , a g a i n
pointing out the size and the wo rk tha t's been done. I
i n t r o d u ce d s o me l eg i s l a t i o n i n '99 for a moratorium, an d tha t
was more of an attention-getter, and then an interim study that
was put t o g e t h e r . And a co p y o f t hat i nt er i m st udy i s r i ght
here . I t ' s pr oba b l y a n i n c h a n d a h a l f t hi ck . Bu t i t does n ' t
even i n c l ude t h e c o n t r a c t s , or a l o t o f ot her i n f or m a t i o n. But
if anybody is interested in seeing that, it's certainly
a vai l a b l e . Th e n , f o l l owi ng t ha t i n t e r i m s t u d y , Go v e r n o r Jo h a n n s
did 4o an Executive Order, and I appreciate the fact that he did
t hat, not long after he came into office. Then, in 20 00, jus t
last ye a r , we we r e ab l e t o p u t i n t he b u d g e t b i l l i n t en t
language that requested. . . and i t i s j u s t i n t e n t l an g ua g e . . . t ha t
we p u t a l l o f t h e i n f o r ma t i on o n t h e se c o n t r a c t s i n a
centralized location, so we could at least see what they are, so
we could at least know what these contracts were. Tha t int ent
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