
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEG ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

L B 4 3 9March 28 , 2 00 3

noth i n g . I f y o u r mi l i t a r y . . . i t ' s n o t mi ne . You ' r e a t wa r ; I ' m
not. If your m ilitary had paid attention and reckoned up the
cost, it would have realized that these are no t str eet th ugs.
They' re n o t g o i n g t o b e i n t i mi d a t ed by t h i s mas s i v e sh o w o f k i l l
power. And be fore you run those young men and women in there,
you better be aware of where you' re sending t h em. But they
didn't care. And saying these are street thugs does not change
a t h i n g . Th ey h a d b e e n t o l d i n t h i s co u n t r y t h a t a l l o f t h o s e
c i t i e s i n so u t h I r a q h ad b e e n c ap t u r e d . You k no w w ha t h e
l a t es t w o rd i s n ow , b e ca u s e o f t he p r o dd i n g o f t he f ~ r e i g n
media ? No ne o f t ho se a r e a s h a v e b e e n pa c i f i e d , n o ne o f t hem .
But t h a t ' s n o t t h e s t o r y t he y t o l d . An d o n e o f t h e g en e r a l s
s aid, they keep sec ret t he cas ualties b e ing inf licted o n
A merica. People like me are condemned. People like me are t h e
ones who t ry to ho ld to acco unt th ose who are so quick to
cheerfully send other people's children into ha rm's way . No
interest of this country is at risk based on anything that Iraq
c ould do. T he re are diplomats i n this cou ntry, t h ere w er e
generals in the Pen tagon , who were counseling against sending
t hose young people to war. And it would be very easy for me t o
stay way over here in Nebraska, safe from everything, and say,
i t's great what they' re doing; send more of them over there .
And by the way , they are preparing to send 100,000 more young
America n p e o p l e t o I r a q ; 10 0 , 0 0 0 m o r e. Th i s co u n t r y c an n o t ev e n
acknowledge that they miscalculated and underestimated. Then
why send the 100,000 now, who have to try to participate in the
battle, when the intent for them was to go there an d stabilize
everything after Baghdad had fallen and Saddam Hussein had been
killed? This country deals in insanity and craziness. And I
will never f eel obliged to agree with everything somebody does
j us t b e c a u s e t h e y c o m e f r om t h e sa m e c o n t i ne nt o n wh i c h I l i v e ,
or because t hey say they' re Americans, or they' re politicians,
or they' re generals. Not one general, Senator Friend, has died.
Not one colonel has died. Not one captain, except the one in a
t en t . .
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