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s ituations. DAS has certainly got the expertise in many, ma ny
areas, and should re main in full charge of responsibility for
those areas that they have the expertise in. But it m akes
perfect sense to transfer this responsibility to the agency that
does h av e t h e a b i l i t y t o k n ow h ow t o d e a l wi t h i t . An d I a l s o
have shared with some of you my concerns about whether or not we
are taking care of our employees and our visitors appropriately.
This i s a g r e a t r e sp o n s i b i l i t y , I t h i nk , t o p r ov i d e f o r t h e
safet y a n d s e cu r i t y o f t h e p e op l e t ha t wor k i n t h i s b u i l d i n g .
The bu i l d i ng i t se l f i s a t r e me nd o us bu i l d i ng . I co me t o
appreciate it more every day and every year that I'm here. And
we' re, of course, s pending u m pteen m illions of dol l a r s t o
p rese rv e t h i s b u i l d i ng . An d t h a t ' s a l l we l l a n d f i n e a n d
appropr i a t e . Bu t i t ' s mu c h more i mp o r t a n t t o t h i nk about t he
people that a r e working here. Not only do we not want them to
have somet h i n g t o h ap p e n t o t he m, b u t i t ' s a l so i mp o r t a nt t o me
t ha t t he y f e e l a s en s e o f c omf o r t wh i l e t h ey ' r e t r y i ng t o d o
t hei r j ob , a n d t o f e e l a s r e l ax e d ab o u t i t a s p o s s i b l e . An d
you'd have to have your head in the sand to not understand that
we' re no t l i v i ng i n qu i t e t h e s am e e n v i r o n m en t t h a t we we r e t e n
y ears ag o . I t ' s . . .we ' r e j u st n o t . I t ' s no t q u i t e t h e sa m e
world. And so I think we have to recognize that and change with
t he t i m e s. An d t h i s b i l l d o e sn ' t me a n t h a t a ny t h i ng i s go i ng t o
change p r o c e d u r a l l y a t t h i s p o i n t . Bu t I t h i n k we ' l l h av e
p eopl e i n c h a r g e t h a t wi l l b e ab l e t o ma k e r ec o mmendat i o n s i f
they think they' re appropriate. B ut still this Legislature will
have a lot to say about what we do and do not do in ter ms o f
changin g an y t h i n g d r a st i ca l l y . Bu t I t h i n k h a v i n g t he St a t e
Patro l i n ch a r g e o f t h e s e cu r i t y he r e i s a t r eme n d o u s po s i t i v e
s tep . And I sup p o r t t he b i l l . An d t h a t ' s wh y I f e l t i t wa s
a ppropriate to make it a priority bill, of those that I had t h e
opportun i t y t o cho o se . So t ha n k y o u . I ur ge you t o su p p or t t he
b i l l .

SENATOR LA ND I S :
y ou' re r e cogn i z ed .

SENATOR COMBS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, members of the body. I
just rise in str ong support of thi s. I thank C arol for
introducing it. A reminder that in the committee, that both the
Department of Administrative Services a nd the State P a trol did

Thank you, Senator Bromm. Senat or Combs,
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