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part i c u l a r l y conce r ned abou t Ca p i t o l sec u r i t y . Fr om a p e r s o na l
perspective, neither a m I . I ve nev er felt in danger here.
But, as senators, we are not h ere every da y; ou r sta f f is .
S chool c h i l d r e n co me h e r e a l l t h e t i me . Tou r i s t s f r o m a r ou n d
t he wo r l d co m e h e r e t o v i s i t . Reg a r d l e ss o f ou r f ee l i n g s a bo u t
t he st a t e o f o u r own se cu r i t y , we a l so n e ed t o t h i n k o f t h e
others. A ll that LB 439 does is a l low t he Sta t e Pat rol to
assume cont rol o f this Capi tol security f o rce from the
Department o f Adm inistrative Services. I t wi l l a l l o w
i nd i v i du a l s wi t h l a w en f o r ce m en t ex p e r t i s e t o p r o v i d e o u r
security officers with the needed direction an d sup port . It
does not make any changes in policy or personnel, nor does it
i mplement su c h m a j or c h an g e s a s m e t al d e t e c t o r s . Wh a t i t do e s
accomplish i s to a ll o w the Stat e Pat rol to examine current
security measures and policies, and ta k e step s to imp lement
changes where they' re needed. The Sta te Patrol h as the
e xper t i se an d t h e t r a i n i ng ; D A S d o e s n ' t ne ce s s a r i l y . The b i l l
is neither a cu re -all for pre sent pr oblems nor a guarantee
a gains t f u t u r e o n e s , bu t i t i s a n u n o b t r u s i v e wa y t o b eg i n
improving security for the Capitol and, at the very least,
attempt to prepare for a wo rst case scenario, which will
hopefully never happen. Let's be proactive and give our Capitol
security people th e sup port tha t th e y ne ed Thank you ,
Mr. Pr e s i d en t .

SENATOR LANDIS: Thank you, Senator Hudkins. There are fou r
lights on, in this order: Senator Friend, Senator Bronm, Senator
Combs, and Sen ator W e hrbein. However , there are committee
amendments, I understand, which means w e ' ll go ba c k to the
appropriate subject-matter committee, w h ich is the Government
Committ e e . Se n at o r Sc h i m e k , a s Ch a i r m a n , i s d o i n g t h e com m i t t e e
amendments . (V i s i t o r s i n t r o du c e d . ) And we ' r e n ow ba ck t o
Senator Schimek on the committee amendments to LB 439. (AM0708,
Legislative Journal page 754.)

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Y es, thank you, Mr. President and members. I
d on' t b e l i ev e I n e ed t o go i n t o an y de t a i l i n d i sc u s s i n g t h e
committee amendment, because Senator Hudkins has done a good job
o f e xp l a i n i n g i t a l r ead y . Bu t b a s i ca l l y , wha t i t d o e s i s
transfers security for the buildings and grounds from DAS to the
Stat e P a t r o l . Th a t ' s i t i n a n u t sh e l l . An d I ' d b e h ap p y t o t r y
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