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full-time permanent protection, but that i s not an imm e diate
help in the Capitol Building or surrounding state offices. Now
the obvious question is, well, do you really think that we n eed
more security? If there's no need for increased security in the
Capi to l c omp l e x why t h en d oe s t h e Go v e r n o r h av e f u l l - t i me
secur i t y ? Wh y w as a f e nc e i n s t a l l e d a r o u nd h i s ma n s i o n , h i s
residence, excuse me? Why is the Supreme Court, upstairs in
this very building, barred from public access, its clerks
working behind bullet-proof glass? Why did the Hall of Justice
b ui l d i n g , o n l y a f ew b l o ck s away , u p g r ad e i t s own s e cu r i t y
measures by add ing ar med guards and metal detectors? None of
those places or individuals are any more high-profile or at
greater risk than the Legislature and surrounding state offices;
nevertheless, they hav e taken proactive measures. Ten years
ago, a b i l l l i k e t h i s wou l d n o t ha v e r a t ed a se co n d g l a n ce .
T oday's wor l d i s qu i t e di f f er en t . Wh e n I b r ou gh t t hi s i s s u e u p
i n i t i a l l y , pe o p l e i mme d i a t e l y t ho u g h t o f Ok l a h om a Ci t y a nd
T imoth y McV e i g h . Now I sup p o s e Se p t e mbe r 1 1 i s wha t " om e s t o
mind . Mc Ve i g h d i d no t i n sp i r e my o r i g i na l b i l l , a nd Os ama
bin Laden is not the reason that I agreed to carry LB 439. The
bill is not designed to deal with t hose ty pes o f situ ations.
T here ' s n o t h i n g sh o r t o f co n s t r u c t i n g a mo at a n d d r aw b r i d g e t h a t
could have st opped a McVeigh, and even that would r-t prevent
t he t y p e o f a t t a ck s t h a t we s aw o n t h e Pe n t a g o n a n d ihe Wo r l d
Trade Center. The day a f ter September 11, someone set off a
smoke bomb in a supposedly secure area of the basement here in
the Capitol. Th is prom pted the Governor to consider various
Capitol security measures, resulting in talk of everything from
u pdat ing s u r v e i l l an c e e q u i pment t o i ns t a l l i ng m e t a l det e c t o r s a t
the Capitol doors. Of cou rse, no one wants to succumb to a
fortress mentality or hide like rabbits in a burrow. I n or der
t o d em o n s t ra t e o u r r e f u sa l t o b e i n t i mi da t e d , sh ou l d we i g n o r e
r ea l i t y ? I n t he s ame w a y t h a t we d on ' t wa n t t o h i d e l i k e
rabbits, we should not act like ostriches with our heads in the
sand. As I' ve already mentioned, our security is not presently
trained or equ ipped to handle emergency situations. They must
just observe and report. Colonel Nesbitt of the Nebraska S tate
Patrol has go n e on record as sayi ng, without question, the
Capi to l n e e d s a d d i t i o na l s e cu r i t y , a n d we ' r e n o t d o i n g
e very t h i n g t h a t we c an a n d sh ou l d t o p r o t e c t v i s i t o r s t o t h e
Capi t o l . I k no w t h a t some p eo p l e o n t h e f l oo r a r e no t
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