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SENATOR HUDKINS: Thank you, Mr. President and members of the
body . We l l , s t a t ed re a l s i mp l y , LB 4 3 9 wo u l d swi t ch t h e
responsibility of providing security for certain buildings and
ground owned or leased by the state of Nebraska in Lincoln from
t he Depa r t men t o f Adm i n i st r a t i v e Se r v i c e s t o t h e Neb r a s k a St a t e
Patrol . Now , th e r e wi l l be a com mit t e e a m endment and t h a t m a kes
t he l an g uage more s p ec i f i c so t hat i t ac t ual l y do e s w ha t i t was
o r i g i n a l l y i n t e nd e d t o do . Th e way i t ' s d r a f t e d n ow , t he g r ee n
copy could be read as making the patrol responsible for security
over all st ate o f Neb raska property in Lincoln. That would
include the University of Neb raska, t he Department of
Aeronautics, the Dep artment of Roads, Game and Parks, and so
forth. That was not what was intended and it is most ce" ainly
not what the State Patrol wants to do, so the amendment mixes it
very specific t hat the State Patrol will only provide security
f or t h e St a t e Cap i t o l an d t h e Gov e r n o r ' s r e s i d e n ce a n d t he
surrounding properties. A couple of years ago, I introduced a
s imi l a r Cap i t o l se c u r i t y b i l l , bu t n o t h i ng b e ca me o f i t . Th i s
session, the Governor's Policy Research Office approached me to
carry the current proposal. I d is cussed the l egislation w ith
DAS, as well as the legislative liaison for the State Patrol and
individual members o f the current Capitol security force. The
b i l l a pp e a r s t o ha v e t h e sup p o r t o f t h e m a l l , a t l ea st n o o ne
has r e sp o n de d ne g a t i v e l y t o my i nq u i r i e s o r a pp r o a c h e d m e w i t h
misg i v i n g s a bo u t i t . The b i l l i s n o t i n t e nd e d t o r e f l e c t
negatively in any way upon the current Capitol security officers
and t h e j o b t h a t t he y d o . Ne ve r t h e l e s s , t he y ca nn o t o f f e r t he
Capi to l co m p l e x t he p r o t e c t i on t h a t i s re a l l y n ee d e d . Th i s i s
not their f a ult . Rath er, it is due to th~ fact that they are
not commissioned police officers, and they are prohibited by
their job descriptions and internal regulations from doing
anything that might be considered confrontational. No mat ter
how b a d l y t h e y mi g h t wa nt t o he l p , t h e y ca nn o t . Th e y l a ck t he
a uthor i t y t o app r o a c h susp i c i o u s i nd i v i du a l s . They canno t
detain someone w hom th e y see com mit a crime on the Capitol
grounds. All they can do, and indeed all they are allo~ d to
do, is observe and report. When the Legislature is in session,
the State Patrol a u gments C a pitol se curity. Wher. ver t he
Legislature is out of session, the troopers who are normally in
the hallways, in the balcony or at the various public he arings
are al so abs ent. True , the Go ve r nor's M a nsion do es have
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