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i n f o r ma t i o n we r e i n c on se q u e n t i a l , sma l l , t e c h n i ca l t h i n g s , o r
those with...the 10 9 th a t w e re withdrawn or dropped involved
t h i ng s t h a t we r e n o t mi st a k e s o r e r r o r s o r p r ob l ems wi t h t he
f orms , o r t ha t t h e 6 2 t h a t we r e o u t r i g h t d i s ap p r o v e d w e r e f o r
some t e c h n i c a l r e a so n . Bu t I t h i n k t h a t d e f i e s l o g i c . I h av e
never hea rd t hat our D e p a r t ment o f I nsu r a nce i s pi ca y une about
l i t t l e f o r ma l i t i e s . Why wou l d t h e y b e ? The y d o n ' t e v e n wa n t t o
r egulat e i t , so w h y w o ul d t h e y b e r e g u l a t i ng a l l t hese l i t t l e
t echnica l t h i n g s ? I assu me t h a t , as a pr ac t i c a l m a t te r , t he y ' r e
only looking at the more consequential things anyway. And of
t he 3 , 8 8 7 f i l i ng s , t h e y ' v e r e j e c t e d a b o u t a t h i r d o f t h em. So I
g uess we' re going to go ahead and do this, it sounds like. B u t
I , f o r one a t l eas t , wa n t t o ca s t m y v o t e a g a i n s t i t . And I
wanted t o h av e t h e . . eve r y b ody t o h a v e t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o cas t
t hei r vo t e a g a i n s t i t . An d I wa n t ed t o b e su r e t ha t t h i s i sn ' t
a matter of discretion, although the bill may say that legally.
The Department of Insurance has announced that they are not
going t o s y s t e mat i c a l l y i n any wa y r e v i e w t h e s e f o r ms . And t h i s
i s t h e k i n d o f l a x i t y o f a t t i t u de t ha t l ed t o t h i n g s l i k e En r o n ,
and leads to things like the financial scandals and the State
T i t l e sca n d a l s , t h e t h i n g s t ha t com e a r ou n d p e r i od i c a l l y b e ca u s e
we r e l e a s e and r e l ax s l ow ly t he r egu l at o r y aspe c t of ou r
government, and we go overboard, and all of a sudden we have a
problem. I 'm suggesting to you a steady course, that we give
t he Depa r t m en t o f I n su r a n c e i n c r e a s e d f l e x i b i l i t y , b u t w~ s t i l l
require that the forms be reviewed. There...even if there are
basic kinds of elements that are expected in different policies,
you' re no t g o i n g t o kn o w i f t ho s e el em e nt s wer e mi sse c ' unt i l
t her e ' s so m e k i n d o f c om p la i n t , t i l l s ome b o d y i s h u r t . An d so I
t hink on ba l a n c e t h a t t he m or e b a l a n ced appr oach i s t o con t i n u e
to review the forms as w e continue. Because the forms,
basically, are a fu ndamental way that we protect consumers.
It's forms and rates. Beyond those two things, there's nothing
else there. So you might even inquire why they have to file the
f orms at a l l , per i o d. For t he con v e n i e nce o f t he d e p a r t ment , i f
they ever have to look back at a form? What other good does it
c ome f rom f i l i ng i f you ' r e n o t go i n g t o l ook a t t hem ?
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