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Legislature, senators can do whatever they want to do, and they
are going t o do it . Bu t t here is such a thing.. I always use
t hi s t e r m when I ' m f i l i ng a com p l a i n t agai n st a j udge or a
l awyer , beca us e t he l angu age i s f ou n d i n t he co d e o f j ud i c i a l
conduct a n d t he c od e o f p r o f e s s i o n a l r e sp o n s i b i l i t y , j u d g e s a n d
lawyers must avoid ev e n the appearance of impropriety. They
must avoid even the appearance of impropriety. Now I'm not so
self-righteous as to stand up here and say I' ve never committed
a sin. Senator Aguilar, if the Bible is right, and some p eople
believe that it is, if I were to die this minute, I'd go go hell
and knock s p arks a t housand miles high, and I'd have a lot of
company f r o m t h i s f l o o r . (L au g h ) An d , i n f a c t , i f I ha d a
chance to go upstairs, and if people who are on this floor were
upstairs, I'd say any place has got to be better than this, let
me try the other alternative. But you all know that we are all
i n-house here. We ' re collegial. We a r e a body of equa l s .
We' re doing the public's business and we want the public to have
confidence in us and believe they can trust us and rest in the
assurance that our judgment i s not going to be in flu enced
i nappr o p r i a t e l y b y a n yb o d y g i v i n g u s g i f t s , p r i v i l eg e s , s h r i f t s
or f a v o r s . Th e Ac co u n t a b i l i t y a nd Di s c l o su r e Comm i s s i o n wa s
established so that the public could know from whom senators are
accepting largess. The hand that feed s is the hand that
controls. Now if I have colleagues who want to go to Las Vegas,
they don't have to get permission from me because I'm not g oing
to pay their way. Th eir way is paid by those who want to get
something back fr o m t h e m, a nd i t ' s pol i t i c i ans . We , of al l
people, know there is no such thing as a free lunch. We all
know t h a t n o t h i ng i s g i v e n t o u s wi t h o u t t h e e xp e c t a t i on o f
something in return. So if I have colleagues.. . I k n o w t h e y g o
t rave l i n g w i t h A L EC, an d I know b i g cor por a t i o n s and ot her
private industries that want to get the Legislature to do things
i n t h e i r b eh a l f p u t u p t h e mo n e y . I k n ow a l l t h at . T he pu b l i c
needs t o k n o w i t , a nd th e r e i s n o t h i n g I wo u l d d o o f wh i c h I ' m
ashamed. So if I ' m not ashamed o f it , why not let it be
discussed open ly ? A nd w e o u gh t n o t ke e p i t hi d w h e n we t a l k t o
our colleagues, I mean our constituents. We ought to tell them,
yeah, th ere are private groups that pay for junkets for me, and
I go out to Las Veaas, and it just happens that maybe there is a
g ambl i n g p r op o s i t i o n b e f o r e t h e L eg i s l a t u r e an d I mi g h t j u s t
h appen t o s t a y a t t h e h ot e l o f o n e o f t h e g am b l i ng o u t f i t s t h a t
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