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SENATOR KRUSE : Thank you, Mr. President and members. Yes, I
will close on th i s, and th i s will be the last I have to say
closing on... from here on out. So to sort of summarize where
we' re at, first, this particular amendment is the one that
s trikes the section on page 14 and we' ve talked quite a bi t
about that. And it's been a helpful discussion. I want to say
thank you to Senator Chambers. And that's not a gr acious
statement; that is a heartfe lt sta ' ement, because
alcohol - i mpa i r e d d r i ve r s a re c a u s i n g u s a t r em endous a m oun t of
grief, and I want this to be done right. Senator Chambers said
t hat this would be a poor thing to p rosecute, t o p ro secute a
person w h o i s dr i v i ng . ..s imply d r i v i n g w i t h a f e l on y , p rov i d e
t hem wi t h a f e l o n y . Th a t ' s n o t t he p o i n t n f t h a t s e c t i o n , wh i ch
I remind you again in current statute. The point of it is the
threat to a pers on who has been convicted multiple times that
t hey h av e t o ch a n g e t h e i r be h av i o r . Th e o t h e r c om ment s r e l a t i ng
to what is going on, Senator Hartnett a s ked ab out tr eatment.
That i s pr o v i d e d i n t h e b i l l . Th a t i s e xp e c t ed wi t h i n t h e b i l l ,
assessment on any DU I conviction, and the judge is to do
the...to look at the assessment and order it. In terms of the
aggravated DUI, the treatment is mandatory, since the person has
g ot te n p a s t t h e po i n t o f t a k i n g t h i s o n t h em s e l ve s . I n a l l o f
this, I'm kind of ready to accept Senator Dwite Pedersen's offer
of therapy. We probably need therapy all the way across the
board her e . I n summ ary, I see t he f i r st o f f en s e a s be i n g u p t o
t he p e r s o n . T ha t ' s b e e n s t at e d , so I am no t g o i ng t o sa y i t
again. The person wakes up on Monday morning and says this is
not what I w a n t t o be doi n g , n o t w h a t I ' m go i ng t o do . The
second, t hi r d a nd f our t h of f en s e , t ho u gh , i s up t o us . I t hi nk
that those of us who have been speaking to this hav sim ilar
p osi t i o n s . One o t h e r t h i ng t h a t I wo u l d c o r r e c t , t h e
impression, because of specific questions asked me, about a
speci f i c penal t y i s t hat we have b e e n l oo k i n g o n l y a t ot he r
s tates. This is very unusual. We picked out the ones where w e
did a comparison, but we didn't begin with this. Folks, this is
a Neb raska p r oduct . This was an interim st udy of ou r
Transportation Committee. This was input f rom ma n y c it izens.
This was le t ters a nd e -m ails a b out wh at they felt would be
effective. This is a concerted effort t o do what wou l d be
helpful to relieve u s of the problems that we have with those
who con t i n u e t o o f f e n d i n DUI . An d , f i na l l y , I h op e t h a t t h i s
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