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while intoxicated, they go t a lot more pro b lems t han ju st
s i t t i ng b eh i n d t h e wh e e l . I t ' s j u s t t h e n wh e n t h ey ' r e b e h i n d
the wheel they have a weapon in their hands, and it becomes very
dangerous to many other people. So I w ant to tha n k you fo r
b r i n g i n g i t f o r wa r d . An d I ' l l c e r t a i n l y wa t c h a nd l i s t e n t o t h e
r est o f t h e d eb at e . Th a n k y ou . I ' l l r e t u r n my t i me b a ck t o t h e
C hai r .

SENATOR CUDABACK PRESIDING

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Chambers, you' re recognized.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you . Mr . P resident, members of the
Legi s l a t u r e , s i x mo n t h s l o ck - u p f o r d r i v i ng wi t ho u t . . . I me an ,
u nder suspension o f a license, that's punishment enough. Fo r
Senato r J e n s e n ' s i n f o r m a ti o n , b a s e d o n wh a t I t h i n k I may h av e
heard him sa y, we ' re not talking about a person who has three
DUIs g e t t i ng p i ck ed u p ag a i n f o r DU I a nd on l y g e t t i n g s i x
months . T h i s i n vo l v e s o n l y d r i v i n g t he c a r . No co n su m p t i o n o f
a lcoho l w h a ts o e v e r . An d t o g i v e y o u an ex a mp l e t h a t i s no t
impossible, your li cense can be revoked or suspended for up to
15 years. Let's say that the person has cleaned up his o r he r
l i f e and ha s b ee n d r i v i n g t o wo r k a n d h a sn ' t g o t t en c au g h t .
T hirteen years this has gone on. The p erson ro lls through a
stop sign, or has a taill ight out , bu t for some reason is
stopped and is found to have no driver's license. That pe rson
i s s ub j e c t t o f i v e y e a r s i n t he pe n i t en t i a r y f o r s i mp l y d r i v i ng
under suspension. Not DUI. And I think that is excessive. It
is totally wrong. And as Senator Kruse pointed out, a
prosecutor is not going to charge somebody with a Cl ass IV
felony for driving without a license. S o if that's what the
person is brought in for, you don't charge the person with
anythi ng . I t i s a t r u i sm a n d a n a x i o m down t h r o ugh h i s t o r y t hat
if a pun ishment is too severe, a prosecutor will not file or
c harge . An d i f i t ' s c ha r g e d , a j u r y wi l l n o t co n v i c t . A
Class I V f e l o n y e n t i t l e s a p e r so n t o a j u r y . An d yo u ca n n o t
s ay, well, this person has done th is , that , a nd the othe r ;
t her e f o r e y ou o u g h t t o c o nv i c t h i m o r h e r o f d r i v i n g wi t ho u t a
l i c e n se , a nd co nv i c t h i m o r h e r o f a Cl a s s I V f e l o ny . Wh a t y o u
must p r o v e i s t he Cl a ss I V f e l o ny . An d I d o n ' t k n ow i f we co u l d
g et 12 p e op l e o f f t h i s f l o or wh o wou l d s ay t h a t i f t h e o n l y
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