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it. We need to i n crease the consensus of judges to use that
authority to provide treatment when an assessment indicates that
i s n e e d ed . Th a n k y ou , Mr . Sp e a k e r .

SPEAKER BROMM: Thank you, Senator Kruse. Senator Chambers.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr . Pr esident, members of the Legislature,
I ' ve b e e n o c c u p i e d wi t h o t h e r b i l l s , so I ha v en ' t ha d t h e t i me
to spend on this one tha t I wish I had. But the relatively
short p eriod of time I' ve had has brought t o my atten tion a
number of flaws th at I see in the bill. We could debate from
n ow till the cows come home on all of those. Senator Kruse a n d
I, however, have had some discussions. And there are two items
he's g oi n g t o st r i k e f r om t he b i l l wh i ch we h a ve ag r e e d o n . An d
I told him that I intend to discuss some aspects o f th is bill
while w e' re on Ge neral Fi l e , an d i f t he bod y c h o o ses t o ad v a nce
this bill. Now, I cannot vote for it. I will talk t o Senator
Kruse between now and Select File, and we' ll see which things we
can reach an agreement on. And if we cannot reach agreement, I
w ill make my wager fight on Select File. O rdinarily I don't d o
that. But Senator Kruse has been very accommodating in the time
t ha t w e ' v e h a d t o d i sc u s s t h i s b i l l . So I wa n t t o sh ow h i m s om e
good f a i t h on my pa r t . I d o n o t l i k e t he k i n d s o f b i l l s t ha t
increase punishments for the mere sake of in creasing them.
That ' s wh a t I see a l o t o f i n t h i s b i l l . To s i mp l y p u n i sh
somebody more ha r s h l y i s not goi ng t o al t e r t hat per so n ' s
conduct. If a p erson has a sickness, which we' ve been told
alcohol i s m i s , pu n is h i n g , p u n i s h i n g , p u n i s h i n g i s n ot go i ng t o
do t h e t r i c k . I d o un d e r s t an d t h a t t h e r e mu s t b e p u n i sh m en t
when a person violates the l aw , es pecially if the v iolation
actually harms another person or is dangerous .~nd could harm
somebody. S o I am n o t a n a p o l o g i s t f or dr unk dr i ver s . Bu t
again, I don't want a bill that is manifesting what seems to me
the anger that society feels against a particular classification
of peop le . So af t er Se n a t o r K r u s e of f e r s an amen dment , I ' m
g oing t o h op e t h a t I can st i ck by m y a g r e ement , w h i c h I ca n, an d
that's that I v ill not offer any amendments on General File.
Because if we can work our way to so me accords rather than
piecemeal i n g ame n d ments , w e wi l l be ab l e t o comb i n e w h a te v e r we
agree on, if we can agree on anything, into one amendment, then
take individual sections or segments of the bill from that point
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