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r i g h t ? I t h i n k t ha t t h e s i t u a t i o n i s se r i o u s e n ou g h , be c au s e
the General Funds aren't there. There's no point to waiting for
the status, as far as I'm concerned. There are no General Funds
to be pu t into it. A nd so if the General Funds are not there
a nd i f we ' r e f a c i ng t ha t mu c h m o ne y o v e r a sh o r t t e r m, I t h i n k
we should s e riously c o nsider action that would preclude there
b eing s i x p l an t s . An d I ' m t a l k i n g a bo u t g o i ng so f a r as t o
maybe cut o ff tho s e app lications that hav e alr eady b e en
submi t t e d b ut u p o n wh i ch t h e r e h a s no t b e e n a l o t o f wo r k d o ne ,
because I think it makes more sense to pay those people 40 or 50
o r 6 0 t h ou s a n d d o l l a r s f o r t h e t r ou b l e t h ey ' v e b e e n t h r o u g h an d
not have hanging over t he state obligations in terms of tens o f
mil l i on s o f d o l l a r s f o r a c ou p l e o f p l a n t s t ha t we m a y n ot b e
able to fund without either overburdening the corn growers o r
tak in g mon ey o u t o f t h e Ge n e r a l Fu n d i n la r g e amo u n t s t ha t we
may not have for a number of years. And I don't th i nk we can
consi de r t h o se . . .that alternative unless there's something, some
bill there, to do that. And I'm a little bit worried, given the
overwhe l m i n g n a t u r e o f t h e b u d g e t p r ob l e m t h i s yea r , wi t h
respect to a bracket motion that went to May l. If it were a
couple of weeks or something like that, to give people time to
talk and think about it, that would be one t h ing . Bu t May I
puts it perilously close to the end of the session, and I really
do think we need to make a se rious effort to address that
looming obligation out there. Senator Baker is right about t he
scal e o f t h e o b l i g a t i o n , e v en t h o u g h y o u m a y n ot ag r e e wi t h h i m
with r e g a r d t o t h e a l l o c a t i o n o f c o s t s . My p o i n t wo u l d b e I
think the costs overall are radically high and that we ought to
perhaps think about what we need to do to be sure there are only
three or four plants and not five or six. Thank you.

SPEAKER BROMM: Thank you, Senator Beutler. Senator Connealy.

SENATOR CONNEALY: Th an k y ou , Mr . Sp e a ke r . Members, I
reluctantly ri se in support of the bracket motion till May. I,
y ou kn ow , I ' m i n op p o s i t i on t o t he u n d e r l y i n g b i l l . I ' m i n
opposition to the corn checkoff. I be li eve that we can wait,
b ut I am wi l l i n g t o wa i t t i l l May t o s ee i f mo r e p l a n t s a r e
built, that I th i nk are going to be built. Senat or Baker
encourages us to raise the corn checkoff now to encourage those
last few p lants to get in...get their funding in place and get
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